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THE SERVICES, &c.

I was appointed a Cadet to Bengal in 1809, arrived
in India, and proceeded, in 1810, to join the Insti-
tution at Baraset, near Calcutta, for the instruction
of Cadets in the native languages, and in the prac-
tical part of their military duties; passed the
requisite examination in six months, and received
a sword in token of the approbation of Government
for my proficiency, and the zeal and diligence with
which I had endeavoured to prosecute my studies,
and qualify myself, within the shortest prescribed
period, for the public service.

After quitting Baraset, I joined the late 1st bat-
talion 15th (now 30th Regiment) N. I., with which
I continued to do duty, till I obtained my commis-
sion as Ensign, dated the 29th July, 1812, and
joined the present 45th Regiment N. I. in October
following, at Mynpoorie ;* served in 1813 with the
Field Force, assembled near Koonch in the province
of Bundlecund, under, the command of the late
Brigadier S. Palmer, to check the hostile demon-
strations of Maharaja Dowlat Rao, Sindhia ; having

* In the Doab of the Ganges and Jumna,
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effected which object, my corps was ordered to
occupy the Cantonment of Koonch. While there,
the Colonel and every officer senior to myself, having,
in consequence of an epidemic fever (the recurrence
of which afterwards caused the place to be aban-
doned) been obliged to leave, the command of the
station (then an important post on the Gwaliar
frontier), including that of my own corps and of a
detachment of artillery, devolved upon me. For
the precautions I took, and the manner in which 1
acquitted myself of a charge which rarely falls to a
Regimental officer of only three years’ standing,
I had the gratification of earning the approval of the
Governor General and Commander-in-chief.

Early in 1814, the Government of India resolved
to open the college of Fort William* to a certain
number of military students, who might, after a
prescribed examination, be deemed eligible for
admission. Profiting by the opportunity, I entered
the college, and remained in it studying the native
languages, till the breaking out of the Nepal war,
which occurred a few months afterwards, when I
applied to rejoin my Regiment; on which occasion
I again had the satisfaction of receiving a favour-
able certificate of the progress I had made, from
the Professors of the college, and to be noticed, with
credit, in their reports to its visitor, the Most Noble

* Established by the late Marquis of Wellesley, for the instruction of
the Civil branch of the Indian Scrvice, in the native languages and laws
and institutions of the country.



the Marquis of Hastings, and his colleagues in
Council.

On the 21st of October, 1815, I was promoted to
a lieutenantcy, and proceeded in the same year with
my corps to form part of an army of observation of
10,000 men, assembled near the Chatterpore Pass,
on the Western frontier of Bundlec;und to co-operate
with the advance of Bugadler:Genelaf oveton,
from the Deccan, with an eq{lal p01t10n of the
Madras army, for the purpose of averting an im-
pending attack on the Bhopal territory* by Sindhia’s
and Holkar’s Forces combined; and those Chiefs
having retired within their own frontiers, our Force
was dispersed ; after which I accompanied my
Regiment to the station of Banda, in the same
province, and was immediately afterwards ap-
pointed Adjutant to it.

In 1816-17,1 joined the troops which were assem-
bling at Lohargaon, on the Southern frontier of
Bundlecund, under the command of the late Major
General Sir John' 'Adams, K.C.B., to give effect to
a treaty concluded with the Raja of Berar, by the
present Sir Richard Jenkins, G.C.B., then British
Resident at the Court of Nagpore, by which His

* A small Mahomedan principality in the centre of India, with which
we had then no direet political cngagements, but from the friendly dis-
position it had cxhibited towards us, on the occasion of the bold and
extraordinary march of the late General Goddard across the peninsula
of India so far back as 1778, it had become an object of extreme jealousy
and persccution by the surrounding Mahratta States. (Vide pp. 366 and
367 of Sir John Maleolm’s Memoir of ('rntral India.)
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Highness agreed to the long-desired measure of
receiving a subsidiary Force from our Government,
the presence of which connected the armies of the
three Presidencies, and dividing the principal Mah-
ratta States from each other, extended our influence
to the very centre of India.

The Pindaries* having in the meantime taken the
field in great force, and become emboldened by their
partial successes in previous years, carried their
predatory incursions into the heart of our Provinces
and the country of the Nizam, and our other allies,
South of the Nurbadda, the different corps moved
rapidly towards that river, along the course of which
for 250 miles, they formed a chain of posts, and
remained encamped till the approach of the rainy
season, intercepting such bodies of the free-booters,
in their retreat from our pursuing columns, as came
in their direction.

In the war of 1817-18, for the suppression of the
Pindary system amongst the States of Central India,
in the prosecution of which we became involved in
hostilities with the Mahratta Powers, I was em-
ployed with the fifth division of the army of the
Deccan, under the personal command of Sir J.
Adams, and in the subsequent operations against the

* Organised bands of freebooters, who had risen with the Mahratta
Power, and had become so formidable from their strength and the enter-
prising character of their leaders, as to have acquired posscssions from
the Mahratta Chiefs, and, in some cases, to have formed part of their
military system.
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Peshwa, was present at the seige and capture of the
fortified city of Chanda by assault, for which service
the special thanks of Government were awarded.

On the escape of the Raja of Nagpore, in 1818-19,
from the imprisonment in which he was placed on
his seizure and deposal, subsequent to his treacher-
ous attack on our Envoy and the troops stationed
at his capital, I was likewise engaged with Sir J.
Adams’ Force in pursuit of the Ex-Raja, and thence
returning with my corps to our own provinces, we
were ordered into Cantonments at Lucknow, after
an arduous and protracted campaign, in which
officers and men had been exposed in tents in a wide
field of warfare of almost incessant duration for three
years, and had suffered severe privations and losses
in camp equipage, cattle, &c.

In 1820-21, I was appointed to officiate as Brigade
Major to the British troops serving in the province
of Oude, and received the thanks and acknowledge-
ments of my superiors for the manner in which I
had performed the duties of that office.

Early in 1822, I was selected by the Resident at
Lucknow, and deputed to Calcutta as the bearer of
a letter and present from His Majesty the King of
Oude to the Governor General, and of a commission
to the supreme Court of Judicature in Calcutta, to
deliver the report of the Commissioners appointed
by that Court to investigate the affairs of the cstate
of the late Major General Claude Martine, situated
in Lucknow.*

* General Martine's rise, and the wealth he aceumulated, are well



6

On the completion of my duty on that occasion,
to the satisfaction of the parties by whom I was
employed and to whom I was sent, the Marquis
of Hastings nominated me an extra assistant in the
office of the Surveyor General of India, to examine,
arrange, and complete an analysis of the numerous
maps and surveys accumulated in it for many years
past, of which no complete description having
hitherto been given, much valuable information
connected with the geography of India had remained
in obscurity.

His Lordship in Council was pleased to express
his approbation of my labours in the discharge of
that duty, and that he wished to appoint me to the
Political Department, when an opportunity offered.
None however occurring during the short remaining
period of his Government, it was gratifying to me
to find that just before leaving the shores of India,
he spontaneously conveyed the expression of his
intention to his successor, the Honorable Mr. J,
Adam, by whom I had already been favourably
noticed on several occasions, and in intimating
to me the recommendation of Lord Hastings,
he was pleased to assure me of his own desire
also to appoint me to a branch of the scrvice

known to those who are familiar with the history of India. Having no
lineal desendants, he left his moncy chiefly in charitable and benevolent
bequests, in Lucknow, Calcutta, and his native city of Lyons ; in each of
which, Constantia, La Martiniére, and a splended bridge over the Rhone,
attest his fame as a philanthropist. He is supposed to have died worth a
million of moncy.



for which I had taken every opportunity of
qualifying myself, from my first arrival in India;
and on the 28th of February, 1823, I received from
him my appointment to Lodiana, then subordinate
to the Commissioner and Agent to the Governor
General at Delhi.

The duties of my office at that time were com-
paratively local,* but the communications of our
Government and its officers with those of Lahore
were rendered of more than usual delicacy and im-
portance in consequence of the sudden invasion of
our territory by the Burmese, the alarm it created
throughout the country and the reverses which our
arms sustained in the early part of that war. In
the course of these events, Ranjeet Singh suspended
his operations against the Afghans, and other insur-
gent tribes on the Indus, and assembling his whole
army in the vicinity of his capital, was ready to take
advantage of any disastrous turn in our affairs, which
might arise by joining the usurper of Bhurtpore and
other chiefs then, either in actual hostility, or known
to be disaffected to the British Government. Great
were the temptations held out to him, and many

* They were, 1st. The charge of the exiled royal family of Cabul, who
had sought an asylum in our territory from the persccution of Ranject

Singh, in 1815-16, with their numerous dependants and followers, amount-
ing to 3000.

2nd. The supcrintendence of the police and the collection of the town
and transit duties on that part of the frontier, and a conjoint criminal
jurisdiction with the Jecnd Raja’s officera in the town itself.

3rd. The charge of the public treasury for the payment of the Troops
and several Political grants and atipends.



the enquiries addressed to me by the Maharaja
during that eventful period, namely, in 1824-25.
To remove the doubts and suspicions which had
been raised in his mind by the emissaries of other
States, as well as the reports of his own, and to
confirm his confidence in the strength and resources
of our Governmeunt, then required my constant
attention and observationof his character and designs
as the records of the time will attest.

On the 13th of May, 1825, in consequence of an
increase of the army, I was promoted Captain.

In 1826, Sir Charles, the late Lord, Metcalfe was
re-appointed our Political Resident and Commis-
sioner at Delhi; Bhurtpore was beseiged and taken,
and a termination put to the war with Ava, which
restored peace and tranquility, and re-established
the opinion of our ascendancy.

Early in the following year, namely, 1827, when
Earl Amherst made the tour of his Government,
and visited Simla, Ranjeet Singh sent a compli-
mentary Bission, to manifest his respect for his
Lordship, and to conciliate, through him, the friend-
ship of the Government which he represented.

Among the usual presents brought by the Maha-
raja’s Envoys, was a magnificent Shawl tent for
George IV., King of England, of which Lord
Amherst took charge, and conveyed to its desti-
nation, on his return to Europe, as a specimen of
the manufactures of Cashmere.*

¢ Conquered by the Sikhs from the Afghans, in 1818-19.
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By direction of the Resident at Delhi, I had the
honor of conducting the Sikh deputation to his Lord-
ship, whose friendly reception of its members proved
highly gratifying to the Maharaja, in fulfilling his
wishes.

When they were about to take their departure,
Lord Amherst deputed me to accompany them,
with presents and a suitable retinue, to the Court
of His Highness at Amritsir.* His Lordship’s in-
structions, in deputing me, were, to reciprocate the
friendly disposition which had been evinced by
Ranjeet Singh, on the approach of the Governor
General towards his frontier, and in my intercourse
with them, to improve our connexion with his
government and people. I accordingly endeavoured
to impress these new Allies with the sincerity of
our good will towards them, and to promote the
confidence of their restless and ambitious chief in
our friendship. On my return to Lodiana, I was
thanked by Lord Amherst for the satisfactory manner
in which I had discharged that duty, and for the
information contained in the reports of my inter-
views with a Court, then but little known to us. /...

In proof of his Lordship’s satisfaction, I was, a
few months afterwards, invested with the entire

* The Holy City of the Sikhs, around which it was customary for
Ranjcet Singh to nssemble his Armies during some of their annual
festivals, and to perform certain religious ceremonies, preparatory to his
expeditions, in conformity with the ancient usage of the Sikhs, when they
formed a confederacy of numerous Chiefs, and had not been absorbed in
the general Government of their formidable rival.
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charge of our Political relations with the Maharaja,
connected with his territory South of the Sutledge, in
addition to the duties on which I had been previously
employed, an office which required the cognizance
and settlement of a variety of intricate disputes
between our protected Sikh States, and those of
His Highness, relative either to their own territorial
claims and privileges, or the rights and interests
of their respective subjects, the accession of which
charge while it added greatly to my ordinary labours
and official responsibility, involved negotiations to
define the extent of his possessions on our side

of the river. which chiefly occupied my time in
1828.29.*

* By the Treaty of 1809 with Ranjeet Singh, the object of which was
to restrict his conquests to the right bank of the Sutledge, we acknow-
ledged the independence of his authority in his own territory on the left
bank, although we omitted to ascertain its limits, or enumerate the
Districts of which it consisted ; an omission which had frequently proved
the cause of irritating disputes, subversive of the confidence of the two
States towards cach other. The intermixture of his Cig-Sutledge lands
with those of the Sikhs on the same side, whom we took simultaneously
under our protection, together with the disturbance of property, and
change of masters which had followed the irruptions of Ranjeet Singh on
our side of the river, had occasioned a liability to those discussions, which
would have been completely obviated, by a specification of his lands, or
those of his dependents, when the Treaty was ncgotiated. While the
general superintendence of our relations remained vested in the hands of
our negotiator, the late Lord (then Mr.) Metcalfe, i.e., from 1809 to 1825,
these disputes were of rare occurrence, and when referred to Delhi by the
local Agents of either Government, were readily decided by that distin-
guished Statesman, without disturbing that good understanding which
he knew to be the sincere desire of our Government, and always felt the
obligation, as much as he studied the means, of preserving; but, on his
removal, the same state of things did not last. An intrigue was com-
menced by Mae Sadda Kouner, the artful and ambitious Mother-in-law
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It may be mentioned, that at the period of my
arrival at Lodiana, our communications with the
Ruler of the Punjab were extremely limited. They
were confined merely to the exchange of a ceremo-
nious letter of enquiry once or twice a year. When
appointing me to Lodiana, Mr. Adam particularly
directed my attention to the importance of improv-
ing our relations with His Highness, and from the
documents appended, it will be seen that I neglected
no opportunity of fulfilling the declared policy of
Government, in promoting perfect harmony between
the two States, during the term of seventeen years
in which I held the appointment of Political Agent
at Lodiana. In the early part of it, I applied my-
self also in collecting every information respecting
the Punjab, its civil and military Government, and
the foreign policy of its Ruler, which I considered
likely to be of use to Government, or myself, in my
official connection with the Sikhs. These enquiries,
which could then only be conducted with great

of the Maharaja, which led to a case of interference on our part in their
quarrels ; in the exercise of which we shook his faith in the sincerity of
our professions, and deeply mortified his pride. Such was the temper in
which T found him on my arrival at Lodiana. The re-appointment how-
ever of Sir Charles Mctealfe (whom he justly regarded as his best friend)
as Resident at Declhi, end the first journey of a Governor Gencral towards
the fronticr, encouraged Ranject Singh to appeal to the equity and justice
a’ well as to the friendship of our Government, and the result was the
revocation of the abnoxious act, which, when brought to the notice of
Sir Charles Mectealfe, he did not hesitate to declare as an interference
with the domestic affairs of the Maharaja with which we had na politieal
concern.
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secrecy and precaution, by intelligent natives spe-
cially despatched by me to Lahore and Amritsir, as
well as to Bhawlpore and Multan, and to the banks
of the different rivers of the Punjab, at my own
expense, gave me a complete knowledge of the
country and its productions, and inhabitants, which
was not then to be acquired from any other source.
Mr. Adam encouraged me in the pursuit, and my
various journies to the Punjab, from which, at that
time, our Officers were jealously excluded, afforded
me the means of comparing and verifying the infor-
mation of those employed by me, in a manner which
none of my predecessors in office had enjoyed, and
thus imparted the value of actual observation to
the reports which the exigencies of the public service
occasionally required me to make to Government. X

The additional charge assigned to me, although
it had made my duties laborious (without any
augmentation of salary), could not but be gratifying,
as affording a greater facility than 1 had hitherto
possessed, of strengthening the alliance of the two
Governments, by bringing me into frequent com-
munication with our important Ally, and increasing
his confidence in its stability.

In 1830, some horses arrived in Bombay, intended
as a present from His Britanic Majesty to Ranjeet
Singh, in return for that which had been conveyed
to England by Lord Amherst, who, in his intercourse
with the Sikhs, had become acquainted with the
Maharaja’s extravagant fondness for horses, and his
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desire to possess a specimen of every breed, in his
stable.*

As we knew little at that time, from the surveys of
our own officers, of the geography of the river Indus,
or of the countries lying along its banks, and the
navigation of it had then begun to attract the notice
of our Authorities, both in ¥ngland and India, it
was proposed to send them by the route of the Indus,
in charge of Lieut. (the late Sir Alexander) Burnes,
of the Bombay establishment, and a correspondence
ensued between the Supreme Government and that
of Bombay, on the expediency of such a mission.
It was thought by some impolitic, as likely to excite
the jealousy and alarm of the native States, through
whose territories it would have to pass, and involve
us in hazardous consequences; but these objections
were overcome, and it was resolved by Lord William
Bentinck, who had then recently succeeded to the
Government of India, to despatch Lieut. Burnes
by the Indus.

* IIe often waged war with the Afghan Chiefs of Pesh‘\i"r to compel
them to yield their best horses; for one of which zthc celebrated
‘“Liclee,”) he continued his hostilities for three successive years, with
a sacrifice of life and treasure totally unworthy of the object in view,
but they served to employ his troops, and gratify his own military ardour;
at the same time, these demands furnished him with some semblance of a
plea for subduing the authority of the Afghans on that part of his frontier
which was most exposed to their incursions. Negotiation at length
effected what the Sikh arms had failed to enforee, and the horse * Liclee’
was delivered to Gencral Venturn, Some months afterwards, in Lord
William Bentinck’s interview with Ranjeet Singh, at Ropur, the latter
offered *‘Lielee ™ to him, as the strongest proof of friendship he could
give, but his Lordship declined the offer.
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With that view, separate instructions were issued
to Lt.-Col., now the Rt. Honble. Major-General Sir
Henry Pottinger, Bart. and G.C.B., (then Resident
in Cutch, and in charge of our Affairs with Sindh),
as well as to myself, holding the same charge at
Lodiana, with respect to the Punjab.

Lieut. Burnes himself having, at the same time,
been directed to take the present of horses (to
which a carriage was added afterwards at Bombay,
on the part of the Governor General), to Mithanlkot,
(a Port on the confluence of the rivers of the Punjab
with the Indus, and where the frontier of the Sikhs
then commenced) I was desired to relieve that officer
of his charge on his arrival at that place, and
to convey the present by the Sutledge. Looking
exclusively however to the public interest, and to
the additional opportunities of surveying the interior
of the country, which would be secured, if Lieut.
Burnes were allowed to proceed to Lahore by the
Ravee, I recommended that he should perform the
whole journey up that river also. My suggestion
was approved, and, as is now well known, that route
was finally adopted.

On the occasion of Lieut. Burnes’ Mission, I was
instructed by his Lordship to reconcile the Ruler of
Lahore to the project; inform him of the actual
departure of Lieut. Burnes; and get His Highness
to facilitate the progress of that officer. I exerted
myself accordingly, and the extent to which I
secured the Maharaja’s co-operation, may be gathered
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from the papers in the Appen(hx, including a letter
which I received from the bemet'ﬁ) to the Right
Honble. the Governor General,* on the conclusion
of my negotiations, better than anything which I
can say on the subject. '

When Lieut. Burnes made his appearance at the
mouth of the Indus, the Ameers of Sindh, who then
commanded the entrance of that river, peremptorily
repelled him from their shores, and refused to let him
pass; in consequence of which, I reccived a letter
stating that the intention of sending the horses by
the Indus had been abandoned ; that in due season
they would be sent by land, and that I was to ex-
plain the impracticability of adopting the other
route, in the mode which might seem to me to be
best.

The Maharaja, agreeably to my instructions
from Government, having already been informed of
the approach of Lieut. Burnes, and having a con-
temptible opinion of the power of the Ameers, I
deemed it prudent to withhold the communication,
pending a further knowledge of his sentiments on
the subject, the improved state of my intercourse
with him having encouraged me to rely on his
assistance, in which I was not disappointed.

A demonstration of His Highness’ Force, under
General Ventura, from the neighbouring Sikh fron-
tier of Dera Ghazi Khan, together with the personal
cxpostulations of Ranjeet Singh, with the Envoys

¢ II. T. Prinsep, Esq.
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of the Ameers of Sindh, then present at his Court,
induced these Chiefs, as they afterwards avowed,
to withdraw their opposition, and allow Lieut.
Burnes a free passage, by the river, through their
territory.

At that time we had no Resident Agent in Sindh,
and the success of the enterprise, together with the
additions made in the course of it to our scanty
stock of geographical and political information
respecting those countries, was consequently almost
entirely owing to the sole concurrence of the Sikh
Court.

While these transactions were going on, Lord
W. Bentinck had quitted Calcutta, on a tour to
the North-Western Provinces of India, and early
in 1831, he approached the Sikh frontier, and
arrived at Simlah. Ranjeet Singh again became
anxious to evince those marks of friendly attention
to His Lordship, which he had shewn to Earl
Ambherst on a similar occasion, and with that object,
he sent him also a suitable Deputation. I proceeded
with it, as I had with the former, to Simlah, and
was, in like manner, deputed on a Mission to Lahore
in return.

Before leaving Simlah, Lord W. Bentinck sent
for me, and imparted to me his wish for an interview
between himself and Ranjeet Singh. His Lordship
desired that I should accomplish the object without
leading the Maharaja to suppose that it had origi-
nated with him, and accordingly, on my arrival at
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the Sikh Court, 1 availed myself of a favorable
opportunity of ascertaining the inclinations of His
Highness, and found that he was equally disposed
for such an event. I reported the result to Lord
W. Bentinck, and in a second Mission on which
I was despatched, during the same year, to meet and
introduce Lieut. Burnes to the Maharaja, at Lahore,
I had the good fortune to arrange the preliminaries
in perfect conformity with his Lordship’s own views
and wishes.

The interview between the Governor General and
the Sikh Chieftain took place on the banks of the
Sutledge, near Ropur, on the 25th of October fol-
lowing. I had again been deputed to the Court of
Lahore, to conduct His Highness to that place.
The two parties encamped on their respective sides
of the river, and the interchange of visits and cere-
monies lasted a week. My mediation throughout
imposed a delicate and arduous duty upon me, not
only in the negotiations necessary to bring about
the event on the terms prescribed, but in other
incidental matters, in which I was also fortunate
enough to succeed, to the complete satisfaction of
both parties.*

It was the first instance of a mceting between

* Ranjeet Singh was accompanied by the élite of his Army, amounting
in Cavalry, Infantry, and Artillery, to 15,000 men; the Governor
General by an escort of between 4000 and 5000 ; there weice alen prisent
several Native Chicfs with their numerous ictiviie . Licheline cang

followers, the numbers, on both sides, wi e i 8tipainmg w0 poe B thas
100,000 men.
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Ranjeet Singh and the head of the British Govern-
ment in India, and its moral and political influence
on the minds of the Rulers of Ava and Nepal, and
the Rajpoots, Mahrattas, and Afghans, who were
looking with anxiety to the issue, was such as to
convince them of an unity of purpose and identity
of interests between the two States, which made
them more zealous of conciliating the good will
and friendship of our Government. The Raja of
Jodhpore, though a tributary of our own, refused to
meet the Governor General, and the other Powers
had maintained a reserved and haughty tone in their
intercourse with our Government and its Officers,
which was subducd by the unexpected event.

For the ﬂpprob'mon expressed of my services on
that occasion, v1de ! The Append1x"/ “51 can only add,
that such was the sense entertained by Ranjeet
Singh himself of their successful result, in pro-
moting the harmony of our relations with him, that,
in accordance with the custom of his Government
(to which parallel cases are found among Europcan
States), he offered me an estate, or Jaghir, as it is
called in the language of the country, in his Cis-
Sutledge territory, yielding a revenue of Rs. 25,000,
or £2,500, per annum, which I informed him,
that I was precluded from accepting; but, as it
was a high proof of his consideration, and marked
in a manner, of which I might fairly be proud, the
extent to which T had happily been the means of
carrying out the intention of my original appoint-
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ment to Lodiana, I reported the circumstance to
Government.

If the meeting at Ropur be viewed as to its effects,
in conducing to the interests of the two States,
my exertions in effecting it, and laying the foun-
dation of that close and intimate alliance between
them which ensued, (not only to the envy and
jealousy of neighbouring Courts, but to the vexation
and disappointment of other parties) may not be
deemed fruitless.* Had it not been for the per-
sonal influence which I was enabled to exert with
the Maharaja, His Lordship’s wish of holding
an interview with him would, there is no doubt,
have been disappointed, for when Ranjeet Singh
found that it could not take place on his own terms,
he was disposed to break off the negotiations, and
would have done so, had I not used my endeavours

* Raja Dhian Singh regarded me with the jealousy of a rival, as
sharing with him the confidence of the Maharaja, and in being consulted
by him on almost every suhject of importance, in the course of which I
gave my opinion as the friend of both partics, which did not at all times
accord with the ambitious views of the reigning favorite and his parti-
zans, but as the intermediate Agent of the two Governments, and enjoying
cqually their confidence, my path of duty was clearly marked out.
I used my bhest endeavours to follow the example of Lord Metealfe, in
halancing the interests of the two States, and identifying their policy, as
paramount to cvery other objeet.  In India, it is essential to the proper
carc and prescrvation of our system of alliances, that the Dritish Agent
should be regarded as a friend of the Chiefs among whom he resides,
rather than as a mere instrument for conveying the instructions or
enforeing the policy of their foreign mastera.  Our rigid rule is not con-
genial with their national habits, and a soflening agency may wisely he
exercised to inspire the confidence of our Indian Allies, without losing
«aight of the views and interests of our own country,
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to renew his desire for it, after he had been strongly
advised against the measure by his Sirdars. In their
ignorance and inexperience of European manners
and customs, they regarded such a meeting as humi-
liating to his dignity, and dangerous in its conse-
quences to the independence of his country. He
said that every one of his:Sirdars was opposed to it,
a fact, which was borne out by the testimony of
General Allard, who was at the cerecmony, and
subsequently, on his return to Europe, in the confi-
dence of his Lordship.

Encouraged by the progress which had been made
of late years, in improving our relations with the
Maharaja, Lord W. Bentinck, immediately after the
interview, determined to commence negotiations
with the Ameers of Sindh, for opening the naviga-
tion of the Indus; but, as such a scheme could not
be effected without consulting the Sikh Ruler, and
obtaining his cordial acquiescence, it was thought
due to the friendship subsisting between the two
Governments, as well as to good policy, to commu-
nicate to the Maharaja our designs and intentions,
with respect to Sindh. I was again, therefore,
deputed to his Court, in the beginning of 1832,
to reconcile him to a new measure, which was
calculated, in the end, to interfere with his own
ambitious projects in that quarter, and known to
be viewed, by his Sirdars, with the greatest distrust
and jealousy, coming, as it did, so soon after the
voyage of Lieut. Burnes, with the avowal of no
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other object than the conveyance, to him, of thc
Royal present.*

Following out the above design, in which the
President of the Board of Controlt at that time had
also expressed a lively interest, late in the same year
I was despatched on another Mission: in the first
place, to Lahore, to fix with the Maharaja the pre-
liminaries of the Treaties for opening the navigation
of the Sutledge, as well as the Indus; and in the
second to Bhawlpore, for the purpose of surveying
the course of the former river, in order to ascertain
its navigable capabilities, and to conclude with
Bhawl Khan, the late Nawab of Bhawlpore, an en-
gagement similar to the one proposed to be executed
with Ranjeet Singh.

Without entering into a detail of the onerous
duties which devolved upon me on these important
occasions (as well in concluding the required Treaties
as in effecting a tranquil settlement with the various

* After Licut. Burnes had performed his voyage by the Indus and
reached Lahore, he applied for permission to visit Cashmere and Afghan-
istan on his way to Bokhara, to enable him to do which, the consent of
Ranject Singh again became necessary.  The Maharaja was averse to the
proposition, with respect to Cashmere, from an idea that we coveted his
posscssion of that province, and only yiclded reluctantly to the other.
Government acceded to Licut. Burnes’ request, and an account of his
travels is before the public. Though furnished with a general passport
to ensure his personal saefty, he had ostensibly no diplomatic character
in that journcy. He was reccived with hospitality and kindness through-
out. The people of those countrics observing, however, the accredited
form in which he had passed through Sindh and Tahore eowld not, in
conjunction with other circumstances, divest themselves of a belief in his
official conneetion with Government.

t The Earl of Ellenborough.
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predatory tribes, dwelling on the immediate banks
of the river, of their numerous feuds and quarrels,
arising out of a lawless system of reprisals, which
had produced a constant state of warfare between
them, destructive alike of the freedom of trade and
safcty of travellers), suffice it to say, that, zealously
supported by Ranjeet Singh’s officers, and ably
assisted by those employed under me, I was enabled
peaceably to accomplish the objects of Government,
and to secure better terms for the navigation of
the two rivers, within the Lahore and Bhawlpore
territories, than were then attainable, from the
habitual jealousy and declared aversion which the
Amecers of Sindh had shewn to the project, with
respect to the lower part of the Indus, which flowed
through théir territory.

I procured also, in the same Mission, the con-
currence of the Courts, to which I was accredited,
to the establishment of a British Agent on the
Indus, near its confluence with the rivers of the
Punjab, a locality which, it should be remarked,
had not been occupied by any European on the
part of our Government since the expulsion of our
Agent from Sindh, many years ago, such was the
fear of the Sindhians of our encroachments, and the
impunity with which they had for a long time
been allowed to defy our authority, and resist our
demands.

The new Agency was made subordinate to my
Office, and besides protecting the navigation, gave
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us a commanding influence in the countrics on the
Indus, which proved of great use to us in opening
and improving an intercourse with them, without
which, it is universally admitted, that we could not
have subsequently made those preparations in
Upper Sindh, which ensured the peaccable progress
of our expedition to Afghanistan. For proofs of
the importance of the negotiations in which Sir
Henry Pottinger and myself were then engaged,
and their satisfactory result, in the opinion of
Government, vide the Appendlx #fd Extracts from
Papers laid before Parliament, in March, 1839.
Besides these services on foreign Missions, since
my nomination to Lodiana, it may be noticed, that
in attention to the growing interest evinced in the
countries beyond the Indus, and the declared views
of Government, I cultivated a good understanding
with the whole of the Afghan Chiefs, with whom I
had been in friendly communication sometime
beforc the journey of the late Sir Alexander Burnes,
partieularly with those of Herat and Cabul. When
engaged in my Mission to Bhawlpore, I reccived a
letter from both these Chiefs expressive of their
desire for our protective alliance, and inviting me
to procced to their Court.* Existing circumstances,

* Licut. Burnes’s journey, together with the ineffectual nttempt made
by Shah S8huja, about the same time, for the recovery of his throne, were,
without doubt, the origin of the overtures which I reecived, and of the
increased vigilance shewn by Russia and Persia in the affairs of Afghan-
istan.  Before the arrival of Lieut. Burnes, there had not been a single
Emissary in that country from those powers, although Bokhara had been
visited by Mouraveif, the Russian Envoy, and by several of our country-
men, namely, Maoreroft, Stirling, and Wolff.
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and the policy of Government, did not then, how-
ever, encourage the idea of extending our connection
so closely with them, though the preservation of a
friendly intercourse, for commercial purposes, by
means of the correspondence which had hitherto
been maintained, and the appointment of Agents
of our own selection for transmitting intelligence of
passing events, were deemed advisable, Russia and
Persia having then also commenced shewing an
interest in the affairs of those countries which it
became politic and expedient to watch.*

While at Lahore, and on my return to Lodiana
in 1833, I submitted Reports on the trade of those
countries, and of my voyage down the Sutledge,
together with a Journal, kept by Lieutenant (now
Major) F. Mackeson, C.B., who accompanied me on
that occasion, as my assistant, containing the only
information which had hitherto been collected of
the state of the country on each bank of the Sut-
ledge, illustrated by a Map of the course and depths
of the river from Ropur to Mithankot, which formed
another valuable addition to the records of Govern-
ment, in connection with the surveys of our Officers
on the Indus, in the Mission of the Honorable Mr.
Elphinstone to Pesh‘q"var in 1809, and of Captain.
Boileau, of the Bengal Engineers, in Jysselfmere,
and other parts of Western Rajpootana.t

* The voluntary contributions of needy and irreponsible news writers,
whose reports were more often false than true, had heen our only pre-
carious sources of information.

+ My Report on the trade of these countrics referred chiefly to that of
Cashmere and the Punjab, from which, and other sources, 2 very minute



25

In 1834, it was thought desirable to substitute a
Toll on the boats proceeding by these rivers instead
of a scale of ad valorem duties on the different des-
criptions of merchandise with which they might be
laden, as the people of these countries were inex-
perienced in the latter system of levying duties,
the operation of which could not fail to give rise to
mutual misunderstandings and reclamations, which
would be cffectually prevented by the substitution
of the other. Supplementary Treaties were accor-
dingly concluded to that effect, by Lieut.-Colonel
Pottinger and myself, with the several States on the
Indus and Sutledge, early in 1835.

During the same .period, my assistant (Lieut.
Mackeson) was employed in settling some intricate
questions between Bhawl Khan and the Sikh Au-
thorities in Multan, relating to their respective
claims to the Ferries and Islands on the Sutledge,
and also in laying down boundaries between the
Bhawlpore State and its neighbours, the Rgﬁoots,
on the borders of the desert, and the British-pro-

and valuable document was drawn out by Mr. Trevelyan, now Secretary
to the Treasury, who then held the situation of first assistant to the Polit-
ical Commissioner and Resident at Delhi. In the course of his official
duties in that quarter, Mr. Trevelyan had made himself perfectly ac-
quainted with the state of commerce on the North Western frontier of
our Indien Empire. He gave his earnest attention to the subject; ex-
posed its abuses, and succeeded, in the end, by his excrtions and reports
to Government, in sceing the people of that part of India relieved of a
harassing system of transit duties, which tended only to interfere vexa-
tionsly with the natural growth and progress of their commercial enter-
prise, without yiclding an adequate revenue,
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tected Sikh States, on the side of Bhatnere and
Fivozpore.* An amicable settlement of these matters
was essential to the safety of the land routes leading
to the banks of the Sutledge, from the remote parts
of Hindostan and the Punjab, and proved highly
conducive to the peace, as well as to a permanent
recognition of the just rights and interests of bor-
dering States, who now, for the first time, looked to
the British Government as the arbitrator in their
fierce and long-standing disputes.

In consequence of the additional duties imposecd
upon me, and in testimony of the continued satis-
faction of Government with my services, I was now
appointed to theexclusive charge of our relations with
the Court of Lahore, North as well as South of the
Sutledge, and with the States across the Indus. It
will not be out of place, if I here give an Extract
from the DMlnute (to be found in the Appendix)
recorded. /{) the Right Honorable the Governor
General, in Council, to give effect to these gratifying
proofs of his consideration. ¢ The ratification and
“ publication of the Treaties with the Ruler of
“ Lahore and the Chiefs of Sindh, have, at last,
 established the free navigation of the Indus; and
““ the Superintendence of this important arrangement
“has, on the part of the British Government, been
 confided to Lieutenant Colonel Pottinger and

* In the latter object, Lieut. Mackeson had a zealous and able coad-
jntor in Captain (now Major) H. W. Trevelyan, who was deputed on
the same serviee by the Governor Greneral’s Agent in Rajpootana.
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« Captain Wade. When the affairs of Sindh were
“« committed to the charge of Lt.-Col. Pottinger, he
“received an addition to his salary. It appears to
“me equally proper that an addition should also be
“ made to that of Captain Wade, whose negotiations
« for the same object, with Ranjeet Singh, obtained
“for him the entire approbation of Government,
“ together also with the zcalous endeavours he has
“used to overcome all obstacles, and to promote the
“measure.” I may add, that, in their despatch in
reply to the above proposal, the Court of Directors
were pleased to observe: “ With reference to the
“ encreased and encreasing importance of the Lodi-
“ana Agency, and the necessity of its being filled
“by a person of tried judgment, and high diplo-
“matic ability, we sanction the augmentation which
“ you have madec to its emoluments.”” They declared
also, on the same occasion, that  With respect to the
“‘ negotiations carried on, and the Treaties concluded
“with the various States on the Indus, by which
“the important object of opening the navigation
“ of that great channel for commercial communica-
“ tions, has been attained, we have only to express
“our great satisfaction with the result, and the
*“ strong sensc we entertain of the merits of those
“ whose exertions have contributed to its attainment.
“ The moderate amount of the duties which have
“ been fixed on the trade of the Indus, the security
‘“against disputes and dclays afforded by levying
“those duties, not by a Tariff, but in the form of a
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“Toll of so much on every boat of whatever burden
“and whatever the nature of its cargo, and the
“limitation of the places where the Toll is levied to
“three, namely, Hurreekee, Mithankot, and the
“mouth of Indus, at each of which a British Agent
““is stationed (though hitherto, except at Mithankot,
“not a European), are circumstances highly favor-
-able to the success of the objects which the
“Treaties have in view.”

In the course of the same year, two important
events occurred, which involved us in a new series
of negotiations with Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, rela-
tive to our own and his territorial rights on the left
bank of the Sutledge, namely, the deaths of Raja
Sangut Singh, of Jeendh, and Sirdarnece Lutchman
Kouner, the female Chief of Firozpore. They both
died without issue, and, according to the usage in
such cases, their estates became escheats to their
respective Sovereigns. The former, having been
one of the four principal Sikh Chieftains of the
Phoolkian race, who formed the States on the left
bank of the Sutledge, which had originally invited
us to protect them from the recurring invasions
and conquests of Ranjeet Singh, out of respect to
the position of the family, and their attachment
and services to the British Government, on several
occasions, it was considered politic to preserve
the ancestral possessions of the Jeendh State in
the descendant of a collateral branch. Besides
these, however, the Raja had held various grants
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of territory on both sides of the river, on cou-
dition of military service, or otherwise, from
Ranjeet Singh, the adjudication of which to the
rightful parties led to a discussion of their claims
which terminated in the districts thus acquired,
South of the Sutledge, being assumed by our GGovern-
ment, and those on the North by the Maharaja.* Of
the former, the town and territory of Lodiana were
a part, and were wholly transferred to my local
charge, which had hitherto combined a conjoint
jurisdiction, in the town only, with the Raja’s
officers.

Lord William Bentinck had now retired from
the Government of India, and was succeeded, for a
time, by the late Lord Metcalfe, whose intimate
knowledge of the state of our relations, and those
of our protege.é, with Ranjeet Singh, together with
the implicit reliance of the Maharaja in his deci-
sions, enabled him to determine these questions
with facility.

The settlement of the Ferozpore estate was a
more complicated affair. It turned out that, ex-
cepting the town and fort of Ferozpore, every por-
tion of the land was held on a disputed title with
other Chicfs, mostly subject to Lahore.t When
authorised to take possession of that which actually
belonged to the late Sirdarnee, and to manage it on

* They had, for the most part, been conferred on Bhag Singh, the
grandfather of Sangut Singh, and uncle of Ranjeet Singh,

+ One of them was Baghail Singh, a grand nephew of the Sirdarnce,
whose cause the Maharaja was disposed to support.
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the part of the British Government, I was required
to make “ a Report of the nature and extent of the
“rights which we had acquired by this escheat, and
“ the manner in which they were connected with
“those held or claimed by Ranjeet Singh, and
“also to suggest such arrangements as might seem
“ best calculated to secure the proper administration
“of the new territory, without giving umbrage to
‘“ His Highness.”

In order to ascertain these points, I found it
necessary, on my arrival at Ferozpore, to institute a
complete survey of the territory, which proved that,
including the two paramount States, there were no
less than eleven claimants, between whom, not only
the revenue of the villages, but their civil and
criminal jurisdiction, were divided. Such a con-
fusion of claims, founded on violence and usurpa-
tions, which had already been a source of the
greatest disorders, as well as of bloodshed, and
frequent discussions between our Government and
Ranjeet Singh, was obviously incompatible with
the interests of both, and #s the peace and pros-
perity of the miserable and doubly oppressed inhab-
itants of the place.* I accordingly suggested that

* There was not a vestage of cultivation, excepting near a few villages
where watch towers were crected to protect it ; the limits of agricultural
industry were defined by the range of the matchlock; might had con-
stituted right, in the course of which, ncarly the whole territory had
become a waste of grass and jungle, and the inhabitants almost entirely
pastoral, but cqually a prey, on the one hand, to the cxactions of their
double rulers, and on the other, to their own violence, and a jealousy
of the cattle of the one encroaching on the pasturage of the other.
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«“a demarkation having been made of the lands
« immediately dependent on the town and fort of
« Ferozpore, the remaining portion of the territory
“should be equally divided between our Govern-
“ment and that of Lahore, the partition being so
“ arranged as to secure the integrity of our boundary,
* with the command of onc or more of the estab-
“lished Ferries, or if a greater extent of territory
“ than this were thought desirable, that the Lahore
“ share of it should be farmed by the British Govern-
““ment, on an average of the five preceding years’
*revenue.”

The Government of India had now devolved on
Lord Auckland, who, approving of my suggestion,
[ was directed, by His Lordship, in Council, in the
beginning of 1836, to negotiate the matter on that
basis ; and while, therefore, I remained at Feroz-
pore, to introduce and establish our authority, I
deputed my Assistant, Lieut. Mackeson, who was
personally associated with me throughout these
enquiries, to Lahore, with a view to shew the Maha-
raja the map of the territory, and to explain verbally
to him the intricate manner in which it was divided,
and the expediency of adopting onc or the other of
the modes proposed to settle present claims, and
prevent future collisions. His Highness preferred
a partition of the territory, but made some objection
to the cession of any of the Ferries in our favor.
Having hitherto possessed a permissive, rather than
a rightful control, over thosc near Ferozpore, as



32

well as many along the whole course of the river
above it, which we had never thought of questioning,
he evinced a jealousy of our interference with then,
which was kept alive by his officers, in consequence
of our occupation of a territory so near his capital,
and from which they had been constantly urging
him, by every art of diploinacy, to exclude us.*

We finally gained our point: and in reporting the
result of these negotiations, for the information of the
Authorities in England, the Governor General, in
Council,observed,* The intricate and laborious inves-
“ tigation in which Lieut. Mackeson was engaged to
“ ascertain the rights of each State, confirmed the
“ propriety of the suggestion originally offered by
“ Capt. Wade, that a compromise of the claims of both
“ parties was the most convenient, and at the same
“ time, the most just and equitable mode of proce-
“ dure, and from a perusal of the documents, now
“ transmitted, it will be gratifying to your Honor-
“able Court to find that the objects contemplated
“by the Government in the settlement of the casc
“ on that basis, have been secured in a manner alike
“ conducive to its own interests, and indicative of
“ the consideration which the British Government
“ has already been disposed to evince in regard to
“the rights of its ancient Ally,” to which, the

* We also sccured a Ferry opposite to Lodiana, by the acquisition of
that territory, and it was by possessing the command of that acquired
with Ferozpore, that we were enabled to form the bridge of boats, by
which a part of our Army outflanked the enemy, and crossed the Sut-
ledae, after the battle of Sobraon.
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Court of Directors responded, by expressing their
entire approbation of the “very satisfactory manner”
in which these claims had been compromised.*
Vide Appendix. _/~ -

Before these discussions were brought to a close,
the ambitious views of Ranjeet Singh, with respect
to Sindh, and his progressive conquests in Afghan-
istan, were found to be so directly at variance with
the intentions of our Giovernment, in opening the
navigation of the Indus, and promoting peaceful
relations of commerce with the Afghan Chiefs, as
to compel us to an interference with his designs, by
which we obliged him to relinquish the former, and
fixed a limit to the latter, which almost entirely

circumscribed his power.t

* In a record of my services, I should not omit to mention, that shortly
before the period to which I have been referring, the Maharaja, actuated
by an enlightened policy, and a cordial desire to amalgamate the admin-
istration of his neighbouring distiicts with our own, was induced by me
to abolish in them the traffic in slaves, which had, in some places, been
carried to a great extent, and also to introduce a more regular system of
transit duties through the Punjab than had hitherto existed, to meet our
own. The town of Lodiana was a great mart for slave girls, before it
came into our possession. In one of its villages resided a set of dealers,
whosec agents used to kidnap children from the hills across the Sutledge,
where the natives are celebrated for their beauty. Cruel cases of the
barbarous practice were brought to my knowledge, in which I had the
satisfaction of restoring to parents their long-lost offsapring. With regard to
the change in the transit duties, it consisted in a classification of articles,
and fixed rates, and places of collection ; whereas, having formerly been
farmed out to speculators, without restriction in these points, and every
petty Chief aysuming a right of collection, the duties were everywhere
arbitrarily exacted, which had weighed heavily on the overland trade
between India and Central Asia, especially in horses, of which the Punjab
had been once the great thoroughfare.

t When yielding his grasp of Sindh, Ranject Singh had no idea of
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These events followed each other in such rapid
succession that it would be difficult to explain them,
or the critical negotiations in which I was now

the approach of those events, by which we were very soon afterwards led
to curb his ambition on the side of Afghanistan also. That frontier had
been the constant arena of battles between the Sikhs and Afghans for a
quarter of a century, which had resulted in the former establishing their
dominion over numerous tribes of the latter on both banks of the Indus,
and finally in the annexation to the Maharaja’s Government of the pro-
vince of Peshawr, which had previously been thrice conquered, and as
often restored to its Chiefs. On that side of the Punjab, His Highness
had indved, ¢ then, been perfectly free to follow his own warlike incli-
nations. His soldiers had been trained and nourished in their contests
with the Afghans, and had partaken so long of the pride and licentious
gratifications of such a life, as to unfit them for a statc of peace. The
Maharaja, however, was growing old, and his increasing infirmities could
not keep pace with the military spirit of his people, or the desire of some
of their leaders to aggrandise themselves, by leading the troops to new
conquests, but during the inactivity of his maater, Raja Golab Singh was
not idle. He had already subjugated every petty Chief around Jummoo,
and saw that the Tripartite Treaty, about to be concluded by the late Sir
‘W. Macnaghten, would close his hopes of aggrandisement on the I'eshawr
side. Fearful that the motives of our interference in Sindh and Afghan-
istan might be used as a pretext for stopping his farther conquests in
Tibet, having already taken Ladakh, he succeeded, a few months after
the conclusion of that Treaty, through the influence of his brother, Dhian
Singh, then at Court, in obtaining a declaration from our Government
that its restrictive stipulations did not apply to the progress of Sikh
dominion on that side,—that the Sikhs were there left to act as they
pleased. OQur first expedition to Cabul, and other causes, prevented the
Jummoo family, for a time, {rom renewing their own aggressive line of
policy ; but the death of the Maharaja, who had on morc than one
oceasion, in consultation with me, discouraged their designs, removed
every restraint, and a yeur had not elapsed before thcy passed the
Himalayu, and extended their conquests-—-Fastward, so as to overlap our
frontier, and connect their own with Nepal, and came in contact, West-
ward, with the Chincse, until they were checked by the latter, and their
army overwhelmed in the intense winter of those snowy regions. At that
time my responsibility, as Agent at Lahore, had ceased.
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again engaged with our faithful Ally, without
lengthened details, into which I do not wish to
enter, further than may be absolutely necessary to
a statement of my services. The printed Papers
laid before Parliament will afford an explanation of
the origin and progress of those events, in addition
to the documents in the Appendlx “Which have been
liberally furnished to me by the Honorable the
Court of Directors. For the rest—I might refer to
my correspondence, and to the living testimony of
the Noblemen, under whose different Governments
I have served. They will shew the arduous part
which I have occasionally had to perform, and the
manner in which I fulfilled every instruction of my
superiors, by seeking only to do my duty to them.
Towards the end of the year, the Maharaja des-
patched a large Army, under the command of his
son, Kour Khurruk Singh, to demand a tribute of
the Ameers of Sindh, and, in case of refusal, to
invade their territory. Dreading the aggressions of
Ranjeet Singh to enforce a demand, which he had
long been in thc habit of making on them, and
which they had only been able to cvade by the
occasional mission of Fnvoys to his Court with
valuable presents, the Ameers had, in the previous
year, sought our protcction, which, at that time, we
were not prepared to give: but now that the designs
of the Sikh Chicf had become fully developed, and
were clearly subversive of our objects, in desiring
to lay open the navigation of the Indus to commer-
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cial enterprize, I was instructed, by Government,
“to endeavour, by any means short of actual me-
“nace, to deter the Maharaja from advancing against
“ Shikarpore.”*

The Sikh Force had already advanced and cap-
tured Rojhan, the chief town of a tribe nominally
dependent on Sindh, taking a fort, and expelling a
garrison of the Ameers’ troops, which brought them
in contact with the Shikarpore territory, where they
remained making preparations to prosecute hos-
tilities on a more extensive scale.

Instructions were sent, at the same time, to Col.
Pottinger, to proceed to Hydrabad, and to profter to
the Ameers the mediation of our Government to
arrest the progress of the Sikhs, “on condition of the
“reception of a British Agent, and of course of all
“the relations between Sindh and Lahore being
“ conducted solely through the medium of British
“ Officers, and of the expence of any temporary
“ deputation of the British Troops, which might be
“ found requisite, being defrayed by the Ameers.”

In order to be prepared for such a requisition, the
Government of Bombay were directed to adopt
the necessary measures for holding a Force in

* In the preceding year, Capt. Burnes having returned from England,
and resumed his appointment of Assistant to the Resident in Cutch, had
been deputed to the Ameers of Sindh for the purpose of obtaining their
consent to a survey of the Indus, and to the abolition of the practice of
plundering stranded vessels ; on which occasion, they also expressed
their willingness to permit the residence of a British Offlcer in Sindh, if

we would undertake to protect their country against foreign invaders,
but Lord Auckland’s predecessor declined the offer.
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readiness to act, and, at the same time, that of
Madras to attend to any application for troops which
might be made by the Bombay Government. Cor-
responding instructions were also scnt to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India, and
the Lieutenant Governor of Agra, requesting their
opinion as to the course of operations to be pursued
in the event of our Government being forced into
hostilities with the Ruler of Lahore.*

As 1 had generally relied on the effect of my
personal interviews with Ranjeet Singh for my influ-
ence with him, and the means of overcoming the
resistance of his Sirdars, who, I knew, would be
strongly opposed to me on the present occasion, I
recalled Lieut. Mackeson to Ferozpore, and pro-
ceeded myself to Lahore, to communicate with the
Maharaja at that place. He received me in a

* The Commander in Chief, the late Sir II. Fane, was then on his tour
of military inspections. As he approached the frontier, Ranjeet Singh
was persuaded by Raja Dhiun Singh and others, inimical to my influence,
to invite both him and the Lt. Governor, then Sir C. Metcalfe, to Lahore,
in order to join in the celebration of the marriage of his grandson, Nao
Nehal Singh. The Maharaja thought the presence of such visitors would
exalt him in the eyes of his neighbours, but the rcal object of his Sirdars
was, if possible, to transfer from myself to these high functionaries the
conduct of my negotiation. With that view, they induced His Highness
to make a reference to Sir C. Metcalfe to ascertain my powers, and express
a desire to communicate directly with him; but Sir C. M.’s reply was
decisive, in discouraging their hopes of superseding my authority, and
recommending them to rely cntirely on my advice, as the constituted
Agent of our Government at his Court, and one whom he knew to be ns
much interested in the Maharaja's welfare as himself. Sir C. M. did not
attend the nuptials, but the Commander in Chief came over, and contri-
buted, by the judicious tenor of his conversations with the Maharaja, to
support my influence.
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churlish mood, and his Officers and Chiefs, as 1
had previously heard, were incensed with us for
interposing our authority to check the triumphant
career of their master.* For sometime he tried to
evade my communinations, but, at length, I suc-
ceeded in securing his friendly attention to them,
and in reconciling him to the views and wishes
of His Lordship, in Council. @ He promised to
stop the invasion, sent orders to his troops for the
evacuation of Rojhan, and acceded to our mediation
for the settlement of the disputes between himself
and the Ameers of Sindh, which had led to that
event, but “ he manifested extreme reluctance
“to any open abandonment of his claim to Shikar-
“ pore, not so much from any hope of its admission,
“as from an anxiety for the preservation of his
“ dignity, in the eyes of his own people, and those
“ of neighbouring States.”'t

* Their manner, as well as his, was cold and repulsive. Immediately
after my first interview, he ordered his tents to be struck, mounted his
horse, and marched away from Lahore, without sending me any message,
In 1809 also, when the late Lord (then Mr.) Mectcalfe, announced to him
the resolution of our Government to prevent his incursions on the left
bank of the Sutledge, he had recourse to the same petulant manner to
evince his displeasure, and avoid coming to negotiations which were dis-
agreeable to him.

t+ About the same time, an affair occurred which had a considerable in-
flence in the Maharaja’'s Councils. Genceral Allard (the French officer in
the Sikh service) who had procceded to Europe on leave of absence, and
met with a distinguished reception from Louis Philippe, wrote to Lahore
that the French nation were the sincere friends of the Sikhs, and desirous
of establishing intimate relations with them. Soon after, the General
retwrned to the Punjab, bearing a letter and present of a valuable gold
rasket, with his miniature encircled by diamonds, from the King of the
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To form a just idea of the delicacy and importance
of the task which was assigned to me, on that occa-
sion, I may refer to the actual posture of affairs, at
the time of our intervention ; to the galling measure
of checking an ambitious conqueror in the midst of
his triumph, and to the condition of the instructions
issued to me, namely, that I was to effect the object
of my negotiations, without a diminution of confi-
dence or cordiality on the part of the Sikh Ruler in
the friendship of the British Government.

The Sindhians were not satisfied. They expected
more than they had a right to demand. In our
desire however to serve them, it was not intended
that we should sacrifice our duty to an Ally who
had never failed in the constancy and fidelity of
his conduct to us. Our alliance with the one had

French. It was ostensibly given to General Allard, to invest him with
the privilege of a diplomatic Agent, in case of any revolution in the Sikh
Government, or threatened danger to his life, and to be used only in that
cvent, but, in reality, accrediting him to the Court of Lahore with assur-
ances of the attachment of the French to the Sikhs ; expressing a desire
to cultivate a friendly intercourse; and pointing out the course of the
Indus, and its confluence with the rivers of the Punjab and the Sea, as a
channel, formed by nature, to promote that object. The General delivered
the letter and present in his first interview with Ranjeet Singh, who was
flattered by such marks of favor from one of the great Sovercigns of Europe,
and at once openly avowed hix intention of making use of the Indus for
the purpose of procuring the munitions of war. Louis Philippe also
offered to facilitate the passage to Lahore of any number of Frenchmen
he might wish to entertain in his service. The Maharaja knew that he
could not encourage such overtures without the risk of compromising
himself with our (Government, and when I had regained his confidence,
he consulted me, and abandoned the project, leaving the letter of the
French King without a reply.
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survived the test of many trials, while that of the
other was new and experimental, and, as events
have memorably proved, not of the same compara-
tive value.*

In the following passage of a despatch from the
Government of India, to our distinguished negotiator
in Sindh, will be found an explanation of the position
in which we stood in relation to both parties. “The
‘ Maharaja is a powerful and independent Chief. He
“ has been a most faithful and consistent Ally to us,
“and deserves to be treated by us with the greatest
“ consideration. We have never been in the habit of
“ interfering with his foreign relations on any side
“ of his dominions, except that which immediately
“joins our own frontier. He had no reason to
“suppose that we should interpose to procure in-
“ demnification for any losses, which he might suffer
“from the Ameers and their dependents, and there-
“ fore he could not be cxpected to refrain from en-
“ deavouring to redress himself, if real provocation
“had been given. Under these circumstances, al-
“ though it was the interest and just policy of the
“ BritishGovernment to dissuade RanjeetSingh from
“ the invasion of Sindh, and the annihilation of its

* The formidable army brought against us by the Sikhs in the late
battles, shews what they might have done had they opposed us during
our disnsters in Afghanistan, or at a time when they were led by a Chief
of the energy and ability of Ranject Singh, to whom they owed their
fame, as a military nation, and were enthusiastically devoted, and to
whom opportunities of breaking with the British (tovernment had not
been wanting, in the course of some of my negotiations.
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“ political independence, he appeared undoubtedly
“ warranted in his advance into the Mazaree country.
“In inducing him to check his further progress, His
« Lordship, in Council, considers he went as far as
“an equitable consideration of the rights of inde-
“pendent States would permit, but to pursue the
“ opposite course; or, in other words, not only to
“assume our right of disposing of the tract which
“ Ranjeet Singh had conquered, previously to our
“interference, but to take it for granted, without
“instituting any investigation, or consulting more
“ than one party to the case, that he had no just
“ground for his original attack, and to desire him
“forthwith to deliver over possession to the
“ Ameers, would, in His Lordship’s opinion, not
“be consistent with justice to Ranjeet Singh, or
*“with the respect that is due to his sovereign and
“independent character. It would also be incon-
“gistent with our offer to investigate and mediate
“ the subject in dispute between him and the Ameers,
“of which this” (the seizure of the Mazaree terri-
tory) “is the chief.”

These principles of policy had scarcely been
avowed, with respect to the views and expectations
of the Ameers of Sindh, than, as I said before, we
were required to enforce them in another direction,
where, in consequence of the intrigues of other
Powers, it was found difficult to carry them out with
equal success.

At the same time that the instructions for arrest-
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ing the conquest of the Sikhs in Sindh were issued
to me, I received a despatch from Government
announcing the selection of Capt. Burnes to
“conduct a Commercial Mission to the countries
“bordering on the Indus, with a view to complete
“ the re-opening of that river, on the basis of the
“ Treaties lately concluded with the Powers posses-
“ sing territory on its banks,” and early in 1837, when
at Lahore, explaining its objects, I was desired to
invite the Maharaja’s cooperation in them ; especially
ag to the establishment of annual Fairs, or entrepots
of general resort for merchants on the Indus, near
Tatta, towards its mouth, and Mithankot, on the
confluence of the rivers of the Punjab.

In the instructions to Capt. Burnes, he was in-
formed that while he remained within the limits of
Sindh, and the dominions of Ranjeet Singh, he was
to act in subordination to Col. Pottinger and myself,
and “ not to consider himself vested with any au-
“thority, as a political officer, out of the limits of
“Sindh.”

The provisions of our late Treaty with Lahore
did not extend, as regarded the main stream of the
Indus, higher than Mithankot. Capt. Burnes’s
present. Mission included the whole course of the
river, and a visit to Peshawr and Cabul, and even-
tually to Candahar, I was directed, thercfore, to
procure the permission of the Maharaja to his
passage by the Indus from Mithankot to Attok, the
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navigation of which had never before been performed
by any European.* R

His Highness readily acquiesced in the scheme,
and I sent my Assistant, Lieut. Mackeson, to join
Capt. Burnes, with an Agent from Lahore, to facili-
tate his pro{ress, which continued prosperous until
he entered the Punjab,t but on his arrival within its
limits, the war which had been raging between the
Sikhs and Afghans was renewed, which compelled
him to stop for sometime at Dera Ghazi Khan, and
endangered every chance of peace. Mahomed Akbar
Khan had advanced through Khyber with a large
Force to retake the fort of Jumrood, the key to that
Pass, which had, only a short time before, been cap-
tured from the Afghans.f He laid close seige to
the place, and the Sikhs, not being prepared for
such a sudden descent, were at first overpowered.
A severe action ensued, in which the Afghans were
ultimately defeated, but the Sikhs lost many men,and
among them, their General, Hurrce Singh, a great
favorite of their Ruler, and one of his ablest men.

* On his arrival at Cabul, Capt. Burnes sent Licul. (the late Major)
Leech to Candahar, but the Sirdars (brothers of Dost Mahomed Khan)
at that place, taking alarm at the designs of the latter, had, in the mean-
time, resolved on an independent cowrse of action, and accepted the over-
tures of Persia.

t+ Col. Pottinger and myself were directed to nccompany Cept. Burnes,
if we thought it necessary, throughout the respective Province®? of our
charge, but the naturc of the negotiations in which we were engaged,
required our presence at the Courts to which we stood appointed.

1 Seized by the Sikhs, in 1834, when Dost Mahomed quitted Cabul to

oppore Shah Shuja, at Candahar, when nlso they finally took possession
of Peshawr,
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The Maharaja wished to take immediate re-
venge, and made active preparations for completely
subjugating the Afghans in that quarter, but the
interest which we had in preventing further hostili-
ties, induced His Lordship to propose a suspension
of arms. I was desired to declare to Ranjeet
Singh that we could not view his preparations with
indifference, or permit them to be carried out, as
long as there was any hope of effecting a reconcilia-
tion,and with his usual deference to our Government,

If}z A m% acceded to its views on that occa-
ston also.* Capt. Burnes was then allowed to pro-
ceed on his voyage, with instructions to inform the
Ameer of the state of our negotiations with the
Maharaja; and to point out to him the expedicncy
of conciliating the Sikhs, should the former refer to
his quarrel with them.

A letter had been written by the Governor
General to Dost Mahomed Khan shortly after the

* He was not well disposed to listen to me in the first instancc; and,
on discovering the extent of our object, persisted, for sometime, in deny-
ing our right of interference with him beyond the Indus; that the course
of the Sutledge had been laid down in the Treaty of 1809, as the boundary
between the two States; that if not independent below, he was above,
Mithankot ; and that he did not know where we were going to stop. Con-
ciliation was the spirit in which I had been directed to discuss the matter,
and, as the best means of subduing his irritation, and of awukening his
attenti@ to the importance of his decision, as regarded his future pros-
pects, I asked him to consider well, if it were hetter to await the intrigues
of Doat Mahomed Khan with Russia and Persia, the tendency of which
would be to bring a host of enemies to his own frontier, or co-operate
with us in keeping it at a distance. e emphatically took my hand, and

replied, * You speak the truth : I see the right course, and am ready to
identify my policy with that of your own Government,”
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breaking out of the affair of Jumrood, in reply to
one which had been addressed to his Lordship
through me, on his arrival in India, communicating
his intention of deputing, ere long, an officer to his
Court “to discuss certain commercial topics” of
mutual advantage, observing. with reference to the
Amecer’s hostilities with the Sikhs, “ My Friend,
“you are aware that it is not the practice of the
“ British Government to interfere with the affairs of
“ other independent States, and, indeed, it does not
*immediately occur to me how the interference of
“my Government could be exercised for your bene-
“fit. I shall be happy, however, to learn from you
“by what means you think that 1 can be of any
‘‘assistance; and, in the meantime, I have only to
“ hope that you will be able to devise some mode
“of effecting a reconciliation with the Sikhs, it
“being not only for your own advantage, but the
“advantage of all the countries in the vicinity, that
“two nations, so situated, should preserve the rela-
“tions of amity.”

In the letter to the Ameer, of which Capt. Burnes
himself was the bearer, the Governor General had
confined his observations eaclusively to the inter-
change of commercial benefits, referring to the
Treaties which had been made for that purpose
with the Powers on the Indus. The letter of
instructions to Capt. Burnes treated also only of the
same subject ; but Dost Mahomed I{han, who had
been making overtures to Persia, now heard of the
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approach of an Envoy from that Government,'and
also of a Russian Officer, to form an alliance with
him against the Sikhs. Captain Burnes had,
however, then arrived at Peshawr, from which he
continued his journey to Cabul; and it was in one
of his first interviews with the Ameer, that the
latter, finding himself courted also by our Govern-
ment, and misled by reports made to him, which
had no foundation in fact, “that the Maharaja
“intended to make some change in the management
“ of Peshawr,” seized the opportunity of propo-
sing to hold that Province himself, tributary to
Lahore—a measure in which it was not only im-
possible for us to assist him, without violating every
principle of political justice, but the proposal of
whick had, in the further instructions furnished to
Capt. Burnes, to meet these events (before he had
passed the Sikh frontier), been declared beyond the
power of the Governor General to entertain.*
Nothing less than the cession of Peshawr would
now, however, satisfy the Chief of Cabul, although

* On the departure of Capt. Burnes for Cabul, Lieut. Mackeson re-
mained, by my orders, at Peshawr to maintain the armistice. While
there, he was joined by Dr. Falconer, the superintendent of the Govern-
ment Botanic Gardens at Sahaffpore. This gentleman had applied to
me, some years hcfore, to assist him in his desire to explore the natural
history of Cashmere, but Government would not, at that time, sanction
my applications to that effect. As several foreigners had subsequently
been permitted, through our mediation, to visit that country, I submitted
to Government that our own Officers should no longer be excluded, and
in compliance with my suggestion, Lieut. Mackeson, accompanied by
Dr, F., visited Cashmere, and furnished valuable reports of the geogra-
phieal, political, and hotannical state of that Province.
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the ‘place had never belonged to him, but to Sultan
Mahomed Khan, and other brothers of his family,
who had been the tributaries of Ranjeet Singh for
many years, and had expressed no desire to change
their relation to him, for that of a relative, who, at
the same time that he advanced the claim, did not
hesitate to declare that * Peshawr might as well
« continue in the hands of the Sikhs, as in those of
“ Sultan Mahomed Khan.”

The Ameer was informed that the extent of our
mediation was, simply to prevent further aggressions
on the part of the Sikhs, and to preserve to each the
limits of their actual possessions: a basis of negotia-
tion to which I had secured the consent of one
party ; but it did not suit the present views of the
other, although he had sought and professed a wish
to be guided by our advice.

Acting in the spirit of his original instructions to
Capt. Burnes (the whole tenor of which I had been
desired to communicate to the Sikh Ruler), Lord
Auckland now saw no other course left, than that of
declaring the inability of his Government to comply
with the Ameer’s demand, and withdrew the Mission
from Cabul, in April, 1838.

The result is well known ; it has been discussed
in Parliament, and is before the judgment of the
world, which renders it needless for me here to enter
into a detail of the Tripartite Treaty which followed.
From(ﬁhc turn which that Mission took, my part
in them (ostensibly the first) had now become
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secondary, and the probabilities of success or failure
were placed beyond my own absolute control. The
present President of the Board of Control, and the
Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Honble The
Court of Directors, as well as their colleagues, Sir
Richard Jenkins, and Mr. Bayley, then filling those
offices in the Court, are aware to what extent I am
fairly responsible for the consequences. From first
to last, I neglected no precautions, which were pro-
perly within my own province, to guard against them,
as may be seen in the views and opinions, recorded
by me, in the course of my correspondence, pub-
lished and unpublished. I look, with confidence,
therefore, to Lord Auckland, and every other official
Authority, for an impartial verdict.

The Government of India, when deputing Capt.
Burnes, having decided on the adoption of a plan
of policy towards the Afghan Chiefs, which had
popular opinion, as well as some influential advocates
in its favor, and had not before been tried, I was
bound, as a servant of that Government, to carry its
orders into full effect, as far as depended upon me;
and, subsequently, to act on the same principle, in
the prominent part, which was allotted to me, in the
expedition to Cabul, in 1839, for the restoration of
the Ex-King. As affects my credit, in the previous
issue, without shrinking from my just share of re-
sponsibility, I ask only for that measure of justice
which has never been withheld from those’on whom
hase devolved the execution of public services of
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similar magnitude, and who, devoting themselves
zealously to their duty, have had the good fortune
to perform them so as to have secured, from time to
time, in a long course of years, the strongest proofs
of the satisfaction of their employers.

To convey a complete knowledge of the opera-
tions in which I was engaged to force the Khyber
Pass, and to create a diversion in favor of the ¢ Army
of the Indus,” by which Dost Mahomed Khan
was prevented from leaving Cabul to oppose the
advance of Sir John (the late Lord) Keane, by the
route of Candahar; and (with the exception only of
three Chiefs closely allied, either by marriage or
personal friendship, with the Ameer) every tribe
between Peshawr and Cabul was gained over by
me to the cause of the Shah (after a variety of trying
negotiations, in which I had not only to contend
with the national ignorance and prejudices of the
Afghans, but the secret opposition of some of the
Sikh}! Authorities), would involve a prolixity of
detail which, however desirable to a just appreciation
of the difficulties of that enterprize, as regards my
own interests, would I apprehend be tedious to the
reader, and I shall, therefore, dispense with the
narrative of it, trusting again to a review of the
documents in the Appendi:(,’/‘i‘;é shew the importance
attached to my services on that occasion, and the
sense entertained, both by the Government of India
and the Authorities at home, of the successful
manner in which I executed my arduous task.
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The Military means which I had to effect the
object, consisted of a Mahomedan Force of 5000
auxiliary troops (selected from every corps of the
Sikh Army), which that Government was bound to
furnish, besides a small Detachment of our own
Native Infantry and Horse Artillery, with levies of
Afghans, amounting to about 5000 men, which
were formed and organised, as far as time and such
rude materials would admit, into three regiments of
Infantry and one of Cavalry. The Sikh auxiliaries
were almost all regular troops. They formed three
battalions of Infantry, armed and equipped like our
own, with twelve pieces of Horse Artillery, one
regiment of Cavalry, and two Najeeb, or Provincial
battalions.

It is difficult for those who were not present to
form an adequate idea of the labour and trouble I
experienced in the preparation and equipment of
an Army thus hastily collected and miscellaneously
composed, but the proximity of Lord Auckland to
the scene of my operations, and his daily communi-
cations, at the time, with the Court of Lahore,
enabled his Lordship to judge of the extraordinary
efforts which I made to complete the Force, and I
am confident that he will be as ready to bear his
testimony to them, as others have done who had the
same opportunities of observation.

By Treaty, the Sikhs had been required, nine
months before, to have their Force in readiness to
act, on my arrival with the Shahzada at Peshawr;
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and in the conference held by the Governor General
with Ranjeet Singh, at Lahore, before I proceeded
on the expedition, the necessity of that measure had
been strongly urged on the Maharaja’s attention;
yet, when I arrived at Peshawr, my mortification
may be more easily imagined than described, to find
that not a single exertion had been made to collect
these troops, nor had any instructions been issued
to General Avitabile, then Governor of Peshawr, for
our reception. I at once saw the helpless situation
in which I was placed; the illness of Ranjeet
Singh, who had intended to have accompanied me,
had laid him prostrate at Lahore ; I was aware of the
secret opposition of his immediate advisers to the
success of the enterprise ; I felt my inability to avert
the delays and evasions to which I was exposed,
from the want of that personal communication which
had been the principal source of my influence with
His Highness; and considering the case as one
which demanded not only promptitude of action on
my part, but the sacrifice of every personal consider-
ation to the one sole object of neglecting nothing in
the performance of my duty to Government, I re-
monstrated with the Sikh Court on the failure of
their engagement, and wrote to Lord Auckland
proposing, that Mr. G. R. Clerk, (the present
Governor of Bombay, who had been left in charge
of my office at Lodiana, during my absence on
Foreign Service) should be immediately sent to
Lahore, to enforce the stipulations of the Treaty,
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and to aid me in carrying out my requisitions on
the Sikh Government.

To enable me to equip the Afghan levies, I was
without any Magazines of our own from which to
supply their wants, and was accordingly obliged to
indent for powder and shot on that of the Sikhs at
Peshawr, and to establish manufactories of my own
for arming and clothing them. In these preparations
I was detained at Peshawr for nearly three months.
I then encamped near the entrance-of the Pass,
where I remained about two months, negotiating
with the Khyberies, and engaged in hostilities with
such of them as continued in the interest of Maho-
med Akbar Khan (the eldest son of the Ameer)
who was opposed to me in that quarter, and a
Detachment of whose Force garrisoned the Fort of
Ali Musjid.

Late in the month of June, and in the midst of
these operations, I received intelligence of the death
of the Maharaja, an event which, while it added
greatly to the difficulty of my position with the Sikhs,
encouraged the hesitation of the wavering, and the
resistance of the disaffected, among the Afghans.
Other causes concurred also, at the same period, to
embarrass me in the execution of my plans, with
which the parties with whom I was in official com-
munication are so familiar, that it would be super-
fluous in me to dwell56n them here, although I
deem it necessary to refer to them, in order to shew
that the numerous obstacles with which I had to
contend were of no ordinary nature.
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The command of the whole Force having now
devolved upon me, I employed the time in estab-
lishing posts on the heights, in front of the Pass, in
which, to supply the place of discipline, I stockaded
a portion of the troops until I received information
of the advance of the Army from Candahar, by
which my own was to be regulated. I entered the
Pass on the 23rd of July, the day of the capture of
Ghaznee, and, after a series of operations to force
our way, in which we were vigorously opposed by
the enemy, and suffered a loss, in killed and
wounded, equal to that of the “ Army of the Indus,”
before Ghaznee, I attacked and captured the Fort
of Ali Musjid.

In his Report of these transactions to the Court
of Directors, The Right Honble. The Governor
General of India thus wrote: “I have deemed this
“ the most expedient occasion for taking some direct
“notice of the Military operations of Lieut.-Col.
“ Wade, who, having been deputed with Shahzada
“ Tymur, eldest son of Shah Shuja, to the Khyber
“ Pass, succeeded, on the 26th of July, in taking the
“fortress of Ali Musjid, and in opening that impor-
“ tant Passage, with the miscellaneous troops at his
“ disposal, in a manner to afford me much satisfac-
“tion.”

From its situation, “ the Fort of Ali Musjid had
long held the Sikhs in check,” and, as observed by
His Lordship, “it is not on record, that the cele-

“brated Khyber Pass had ever previously been
*foreed.”
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In further allusion to the importance of the cap-
ture, in opening the Pass, Lord Auckland stated, in
the same despatch, “The success of the Troops
“under Lieut.-Col. Wade, and the consequent
‘“ abandonment of the Fort of Jelalabad by Maho-
“med Akbar, have given full effect to the views
“with which, at the commencement of the Campaign,
“this movement was planned. They have given a
“rallying point to the cause of the Shah, in the
“country to the Eastward of Cabul; they have
“ opened an avenue of infinite importance for com-
“ munication with the Army, and, from the precise
“ moment at which it took place, they cannot but
“ have created impressions highly favorable to the
‘“ main operations.” 3

Although the value of these services has been
superseded by the brilliancy of those subsequently
performed by Major-Gen. Sir George Pollock,G.C.B.
in forcing ‘the same Pass, with a British Indian
Army of 10,000 men, yet, with reference to the
opinions expressed of the importance of mine, by
the Authorities under whom I was then acting, I
may be permitted to hope, without presumpfion,
that my own claims will not be thought less deser-
ving than others of that special consideration which
has not, to my knowledge, been denied, in a single
instance, to any Officer who has combined, in a
long course of official employment, similar Military
and Diplomatic services. In the AppendiX Will be
seen a list of those who have been thus e;nployed
and rewarded.
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The following extract of a letter to my address,
from an eye witness, and a party actively engaged
in both operations, I here also insert, as not being out
of place: “I now more fully appreciate than I
“ formerly could do, your exertions in the public
“service, and your aptitude for conducting the
“ onerous and responsible duties with which you were
“charged. The manner in which you struggled
‘“ against the difficulties opposed to you, at Peshawr,
“and, after surmounting them all, your triumphant
“ passage of the Khyber, have been hitherto ill
“ appreciated ; but a time will come when the world
“ will do you full justice. At home, your services
“have already met with some notice; and recent
‘“events, which have shewn others baffled by the
“ obstacles you surmounted (namely, the failure of
“an attempt to force the Pass, by Col. Wild), will
“give to your success its full value, and, I trust,
“secure the well-earned reward of successful enter-
“ prise.”

In the present place I cannot omit also inserting
an extract from another letter, addressed to me
lately, by a distinguished officer in the Army with
Lord Keane, who now fills a high office in India,
in support of the estimation in which my passage of
the Khyber is held, by competent judges of the
professional merit of that operation. “ The part you
‘“so prominently acted in our first advance into
“ Afghanistan, and which was executed with so
“much zeal and ability, merits to be recorded by a
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“faithful and able narrator: Government knows,
“ from its own records, the distinguished and arduous
“ part which you had to perform, and your docu-
“ ments mark its approbation.”

To these testimonies, I might add those of many
other officers, strangers to me, who, having seen the
Pass, after it had been forced by me, and knowing
the hostile character of the people, have expressed
their surprise that I should have been able to accom-
plish the enterprise with such heterogeneous mate-
rials, in the shape of a Military Force, as I had to
work with ; but I must again trust, that the evidence
which I have offered will be regarded as sufficient
to justify me in reposing, with confidence, on the
discriminate justice and impartiality which have
characterised the acts of those in whomis vested
the power and patronage of the British Indian
Government.

My duty having terminated, in conducting the
Shahzada to Cabul, and the transfer to the Shah'’s
Government of the Afghan levies (one of which, the
corps of Jazai&chies, it will be recollected, often
elicited the apf;la.use of our General Officers for their
gallantry, on several conspicuous occasions, and were
the only Afghan Troops who remained faithful to
the last in the service of our Government), I returned
to India in the hope of resuming my appointment
at Lodiana with renewed satisfaction, or of being
allowed to return to Europe; but the death of Ran-
jeet Singh led to changes in the Government of
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Lahore, which induced those who were ambitious
of usurping its power, to desire a change in the
Agency of our relations with them, and, actuated
by a system of policy, which the Governor General
thought just and expedient, as well as inevitable,
to a cordial attainment of the views and wishes of
our Government at the time, my place was supplied
by the junction of my office with that of the Political
Agency at Amballa, then held by the officer whom
I had recommended to be sent to support my influ-
ence at the Court of Lahore, during my absence ona
separate and remote Mission ; and, by His Lordship’s
wish, I was appointed Political Resident and Agent
to the Governor General in Malwa. It will be seen
in the Appendix, that it was the original intention
of Government to have united the Amballa to the
Lodiana office, instead of the latter to the former.
When I recalled to mind the circumstance, that
the late Sir Thomas Munro and Sir John Malcolm
had, in a like extensive sphere of War and Diplo-
macy (the one in the Deccan, and the other in the
Province to which I had now been appointed), been
raised to distinction in the ficld of their respective
employments, although I could not help feeling,
that, after a term of seventeen years’ service on that
frontier, thus attended with success, my removal was
a fair and honest cause of regret and disappointment
to me, in which I knew that Lord Auckland*fully
participated, and that in conceding, in this respect, to
the views and wishes 09 the predominent party at

A}
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Lahore, he felt, as he assured me at the time, that the
pressure of a temporary exigency demanded the
sacrifice ; yet, observing only the dictates of my
duty to Government, I promptly devoted myself to
my new duties, and strove, in the discharge of them,
to obtain the same approval with which I had
hitherto been fortunate enough to satisfy the expec-
tations of Government in every other employment.

I subjoin a note, with a scale of salaries drawn
by different Officers who held situations of similar
diplomatic importance to that which I filled at
Lodiana, together with the amount of that which I
myself drew, while in that appointment, namcly,
from the 28th of February, 1823, to the 3lst of
March, 1840, without a day’s leave of absence.*

* List of Salaries drawn by Diplomatic Agents, in 1838.

Resident at Hydrabad, perannum.................... Rs.66,000
Ditto Lucknow . ... .. . ... ... 60,000
Ditto Nagpore ... . e 60,000
Ditto Indore, Rs.60,000, but reduced on my appointment, to 50,000
Ditto Gwallar .. ... ... .. e s 60,000
I)itt(;jéutch, increased, in 1833, from .. . ... 1t5.30,000 to 36,000
'Ditto: athmandhoo ....... .. ...... e 42,000
Governor General's Agent at Moorshedbad. ... .. ... .. 36,000
Dittoat Delhi .. ... it e 50,000
Dittn‘al{ajpootana ................ e e 66,000
Commussioner in Kamaon. .............. ... .. .- 30,000
Political Agent at Amballa, Rs.30,000, but raised on my

appointment to Indoreto ... 60,000
Political Agent at Lodiana increased in 1838, from

RsA8,780 to ... ..o 24,000

From 1823, the date of my uppomtment to 1835, when the increase
granted to the Resident in Kutch, in 1833, was extended to me, my salary
only amounted to Rs.12,000 per annum. After the negotiations for
opening the navigation of the Indus, my officc had became a substantive
one, directly subordinate to the Supreme Government in the same manner



59

A reference to these statements will not, I hope, be
deemed unnecessary to shew the position in which
I stood, with respect to my contemporaries in a
pecuniary, as well as an ostensible and relative,
point of view. However painful it is to enter into
details of such a personal nature, yet my perfect reli-
ance on the conscientious sense and liberal spirit of
those whom I am addressing, in their judgment of
my claims, prompts me to state, that my ex-official
expenses, during that period, exceeded the salary of
my office, as I brought to the notice of Government
on more than one occasion. My nomination to
Malwa, on a reduced salary from that of my prede-
cessor, did not, in personal emolument therefore,
compensate me for the losses I sustained. The
additional allowance, which was granted to me by
the Minute of Council of the 3rd of January, 1835,
on the same grounds as my colleague in Sindh,
namely, our extended duties, in consequence of the
ratification of the Treaties for opening the naviga-
tion of the Indus, was not carried into cffect in my
case, for three years after it had been confeucd on
him, and, it will be seen by the Appendl\f_' “‘hat 1

as those which I have enumerated (except Amballa which was subject to
the authority of the Governor General's Agent at Delhi). I was then
charged with the conduct of our relations with the Courts of Lahore and
Bhawlpore and the States across the Indus, which brought me inta com-
munication with foreign Missions, including that of Persia, and, in
reality, made the dutics of my office as deliente and responsible, in cvery
respect, as those of any Diplomatic Agent in India, and connected it even
with European Diplomacy.,
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only benefitted, by the consolidation of my allow-
ances, in 1838, to Rs. 2000 per mensum, for two
years and three months before quitting Lodiana.
The principal objects of my Mission to Malwa,
were the pacification of that extensive Province, in
consequence of a relaxation, of late years, in the
policy which had formerly been pursued towards
the native States composing it. The predatory system,
put down by the Mahratta war, in 1817, 18, & 19,
was revived, and had seriously disturbed the social, as
well as political, condition of that country, divided
into so many jurisdictions and contending interests,
as to render a unity of purpose, in the common sup-
port of good order, an extremely difficult operation,
which is best described in the following passages of
letters received by me from Lord Auckland, shortly
after I was appointed to that Province. *“I have
“ every reason to feel that you may materially assist
“us in our endeavour to place upon a good and
“ permanent footing the Military and Political
« gystem of the many States within your charge. I
“am aware that you take a just interest in this
“ most pressing object, and am satisfied that you will
“not relax in your efforts to accomplish it, as far as
“ it may depend upon you. I have, ever since I have
“been in India, had a strong feeling upon the
“ obstacles which opposc themselves to the estab-
“lishment of tranquility in Malwa, from the manner
“in which jurisdictions are intermixed, and from
““ the necessity which has occasionally been assumed
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«for appeal to distant Durbars (Courts) even in
« cases in which the most direct and, immediate
«“interference has seemed to be necessary.”

In drawing a distinction between my former and
latter appointments, His Lordship observed: «The
“interests of Malwa are far more complicated, and
“the Supreme Authority (that of Sindhia) who,
“ next to ourselves, is most concerned in them, is
“ distant, and loosely as well as jealously managed.
« I think that the Court of Gwaliar should” (as I had
myself suggested ) “have a representative,armed with
“ great powers, residing and co-operating with you,
“and that upon your joint authority, Indore being
“also represented, and, in a minor degree, the infe-
“rior States, measures of vigor, for the general
« pacification of the country, should, wherever ne-
“cessary, be instituted. Even here, however, the
“difficulty will occur, that in India peace and dis-
“turbance are greatly dependent on questions of
“revenue and internal administration, and as you
“ may approach to interference with them you will
“find distrust and opposition in your way, and it
“will be your care to deal with these with gentle-
“ness and delicacy, as well as with firmness.”

In the measures of pacification, to which his
Lordship has adverted, should be mentioned also,
the settlement of the Bhecl Tribes, more numerous
in Malwa than in any part of India, besides the
introduction of a uniform system of organisation
and discipline into the lonse levies which had
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hitherto constituted the local Force in Malwa,
together with other pacific objects which, although
of less importance, required my constant care
and vigilance, and which I executed without
once incurring the necessity for the employment
of military means, an aid which happily I never
had occasion to use in the whole course of my Agency
at Lodiana. The formation of local Courts for the
trial of international offences; the establishment of
Schools for the education of the people; the con-
struction of the great road, uniting the Presidencies
of Agra and Bombay (which I saw completed); and
investigations into the state of the trade in Opium
and Cotton, with a view to the restriction of the
one, and the improved culture of the other, in a
Province celebrated for the production of both;
were among some of the measures to which my
attention was directed.

With what success I discharged my duties in
Malwa, during the period of Lord Auckland’s
Government, may be gathered from the following
extract of a letter received from His Lordship, a
few days before his departure from India: *“I have
“ much of good service to thank you for, and in the
“ many excellent measures which you are carrying
“ through, I trust that India will be indebted to you
“ for the permanent peace of Malwa.”

With reference to the opinion entertained by Ilis
Lordship of the manner in which I had conducted
the affairs of our fsovernment with that of Lahore,
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I may draw attention to the observations contained
in his reply to a note which I delivered to him, on
the 25th of December, 1838, when about to take
leave of His Lordship, at Lahore, to proceed towards
Khyber: “The note which Major Wade put yester-
“ day into my hauds, gives a very unassuming account
“ of his Diplomatic services, and claims less merit
“ than I should at once be disposed to allow to them.

“T well know how the station which he fills has,
“ during his occupation of it, grown up from com-
“parative insignificance, -into being one of the
“ highest importance, and know also on how many
“occasions of difficulty, the State has been indebted
“to him for the ability, and for the firmness, tem-
‘“pered by conciliation and discretion, with which
“ he has promoted the public interests.

“ I may say also, that the high opinion which I
“had previously entertained of his qualities, has
“been confirmed by my observations, during my visit
“to the Punjab, and by the consideration and regard
“which are exhibited towards him by the Maharaja
‘““and the Chiefs amongst whom he has had so fre-
“ quently, on trying occasions, to represent the
“ British Government.”

During the Government of Lord Ellenborough,
I exerted myself with equal zeal and devotion to
fulfil his objects and instructions, which at one time,
involved a reference to me, for my opinion, on a
subject of great responsibility and importance; and
for the manner in which I endeavoured to execute
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his wishes, as well as to deserve the high confidence -
which he reposed in me on that occasion, I venture
to think, that his Lordship will not withhold his.
approving testimony.

Soon afterwards, when a desire to revisit my
home influenced me to apply for leave to resign my
appointment, and return to Europe, I had the satis-.
faction of receiving a letfor from Mr. /(now Sir F.):
Currie, then Secretary to ﬁle Government of India,
from which I subjoin an Extract. |

“T am directed to state, that, while the Governor-
“ General sanctions the leave of absence requested
“by you, for the purposey specified, His Lordship
“ cannot but regret, that circumstances should ren--
“der it necessary for you to retire from an appoint--
“ ment, the duties of which you have performed:
“ with so much benefit to the interests concerned,
“and so much satisfaction to the Government of
“India.”

On my arrival in England, and in the course of
my official visits to every Authority connected with
the Government of India, I met with expressions of
a recognition of my services which were highly
gratifying to my feelings personally, added to which,
I have to revert to the honorary distinctions which
have been graciously conferred on me by our Sove--

reign.*

* By the general Brevet of 1838, I was promoted to & majority. The
honor of Knighthood and the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in Afghanistan,
having been granted about the same time, to Capt. Burnes, and that of
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Now, after an wuninterrupted lapse of thirty-four
years’ arduous. service, nearly twenty-two of which
have been passed in the diplomatic line, I find my-
self in the position of the Cadet. who left England
at the same time with myself, and with whom I
have only acquired a pension from mere length of
service.*

Major to his Assistant, Lieut. Leech, the former being ten, and the latter
twenty-two years, my juniors in the service, I wrote to Lord Auckland,
that, as I was about to proceed on a foreign Mission, to the same quarter
in which the co-operation of the Sikhs was an important object, I
thought it would be gratifying to the Maharaja, and not be without its
cffect on his people, if the officer aceredited to them were also to receive
sonme corresponding proof of the confidence of Government, and on that
subject, from the letter of instructions, dated the 29th of December, 1838,
deputing me to Peshawr, I give the following Extract: **To mark his
““ sense of your approved services, and to give due weight to your office
*“in the new duties on which you are entering, the Governor General
“ has been pleased to confer upon you the local rank of Lieut.-Colonel,
““ to be held by you while serving across the Indus.” On my return to
Lodiana, in November, 1839, I reverted to the rank of Major. My col-
leagues in Afghanistan continued to retain their local rank, but, on the
16th of the same month, His Lordship, mindful of my feelings on the
subject, immediately on his receipt of the despatch, announcing the honors
which had been bestowed by the Crown on Sir John Keane and others,
prominently cngaged in the expedition, conveyed my participation in
thém, in the following terms: ¢ I have to congratulate you that the ser-
““vices rendered by you in the late Campaign have been acknowledged
““by the Queen and the Authoritics at home, and the Gazette of December
‘““4th will announce, that the Order of Knighthood and Companionship
‘“of the Bath, have been conferred upon you. I assure you that I
“cordially rejoice in this event.”” At the same time, I reccived, in com-
mon with others, the Brevet of Licut.-Coloncl.

* Although a severe attack of illness, cnused by my exposure in tents
al all scasons of the year, during my Missions to the Punjab, and a
voyage down the Sutledge, induced my medical adviser, in 1834, to
recommend a change of climate, and I expressed a strong desire to
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The opportunities of serving the Government in
the various high and responsible situations which
have devolved“on me, and the testimonies I have
received of théir value, have been detailed above.
They comprise nine Missions, and the successful
negotiation of several important Treaties, which
have never fallen to the lot of any officer without
securing for him some substantial mark of reward.
I may, in conclusion, be further allowed to refer to
the distinguished employments and pensions granted
for diplomatic and other services, by the Crown, as
well as by the East India Company, to encourage
me in the hope of receiving a similar reward, if the
measure of my success, and the approval of my
superiors, in a long course of such services, can be
urged in recommendation of my claims, or be
regarded as a test by which they may be fairly tried
on their own merits.

benefit my health, as well as to revisit England, after my return from
Cabul (as had been allowed to my colleague, Col. Pottinger), yet, making
these objects subservient to the obligations of my public duty, I remained
at my post the whole period of my service in India, a circumstance which
will be found to mark my career distinctly from that of every one of my
contemporaries, with the exception of the late Lord Metealfe.



APPENDIX,

No. L.

FroM THE GoverNoR GENERAL To THE CoUuRT OF DIRECTORS.
Dated 3rd July, 1828.

Having reason to believe, that the Deputation of a British
Officer in return to Ranjeet Singh's Mission, with a complimen-
tary letter and presents, would be viewed by the Raja of Lahore
as a highly gratifying mark of friendly attention, His Lordship
resolved accordingly to employ Capt. Wade’s services for the
purpose, jointly with one of his Aides de Camp.*

We beg to refer your Honorable Court to the Papers recorded
for a knowledge of the instructions furnished to Capt. Wade, on
procceding to the Court of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, and the
subsidiary orders issued in connection therewith. The Mission
found the Maharaja at Amuritsir, where they spent about three
weeks, and experienced a highly friendly and honorable reception.
On their return to Lodiana, Capt. Wade furnished a Report of
his proceedings and intercourse with various persons of the
Maharaja’s Court, which your Honorable Court will find to be
an interesting and valuable document.t

* I was then young in office, and only Local Assistant to the Resident
at Delhi, Sir C. T. Metcalfe, who recommended me to Lord Amhecist, as
the fittest person on the frontier, to conduct the first Mission to Lahore
since that of his own, in 1809. The Sikh deputation was received by
His Lordship at Simla, in 1837. In deputing me in return, His Lordship
congratulated me on the opportunity it would afford of bringing me into
future distinction,

t The year after I arrived at Lodiana, I rcceived a letter from the late
Mr., J. Adam, G. G, drawing my attention to the importance of a Report
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Frox tHE Cr. OF DRS. TO THE G. G.
Dated 10th November, 1830.

The reception which the late Governor General gave to the
Mission from Ranjeet Singh, which met him in the Hills, was

on the affairs of the Punjab, and, as the tenor of it will cxplain its objects,
and his reasons for asking it, as well as his prophetic views of cvents
which have actually come to pass, I subjoin an Extract from the letter in
question :

“I have frequently been on the point of writing to you, to ask a favor,
‘“but have, from one cause or other, always put it off. I am desirous of
* receiving some authentic account of the condition of Ranjeet Singh’s
* power and government, of which no statement that I have lately scen
*“ has been at all satisfactory. Your own judgment will dircet you to the
‘¢ points of enquiry on which information will be most useful. I will,
¢ therefore, merely state, that, besides any procurable information, though
* not critically exact, of his military Force, regular and irregular; his
* Revenue, and his revenue system, (at least so far as to shew whether
* his collections are made by his own officers, or the lands generally
¢ granted in Jaghir or Jaedad, for the maintenance of troops or otherwise)
“ an account of the progress of his arms beyond the Indus ; his relations,
¢ friendly or hostile, with the different Tribes on the banks of that river,
‘*“including the people of Sindh, and his foreign relations and policy
* generally ; are subjects on which anything you can send me will be very
“interesting. The character and supposed views of the members of
* Ranjeet Singh's family, and of his principal officers ; the part they arc
* likely to take in the event of his death ; his own probable views regard-
“ ing the succession to his possessions ; and the probable conscquences of
“ his death, both on his old and lately acquired possessions ; are all points
““to which your attention has, no doubt, been directed, and on which
“ your information and opinions will be useful to me.

¢ My object in secking this information, besides the gratification of my
* own curiosity, has a view to public questions, which may at any time
¢ arise, although there seems no immediate probability of such an occur-
“rence. The progress and condition of Ranjeet Singh’a power must alwnys
““be a subject of great interest, and has been, rather unaccountably, too
“much overlooked. I believe we cannot have a better neighbour while
*‘he survives, but his death might open a scene which we, perhaps, should
‘ot be able to regard with indifference ; and looking to more distant
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appropriate, and we approve of his having deputed Capt. Wade,
the Political Agent at Lodiana, on a similar Mission to the Court
of His Highness.

Dr. Murray’s communication during his stay at the Rajah's
Court, and Capt. Wade's Report of his Mission, are highly
interesting, and contain information which may eventually be

valuable.®

No. IL

Extracr of a Letter from' Lt.-Col. H. PorriNGER, Resident in
Kutch, to H. T. Prinser, Esq., Secretary to Government.
Dated the 24tk February, 1831.

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 31st of
last month, with its accompaniment from Capt. Wadec, a copy of
which letter has been sent to Lieut. Burnes for his guidance.
The horses did not reach Mandavie (the chief Sea-port of the
Province, whence the expedition finally sailed for the Indus)
until the 18th of last month, but as every thing had been pre-
viously prepared, Licut. Burnes embarked instantly, and got to
Sindh in five days. He there met with such uncivil treatment

* quarters, the state of the countries affected by his arms and policy may
“become o matter of serious consideration for the British Government.”’

I complied with Mr, Adum,’s request, as the further Extracts I subjoin
will shew :

“I have the pleasure to receive your letter, and am very much obliged
**to you for the trouble you have taken in compli"mg with my request,
*“and which has, I fear, imposed much more labour on you than I antici-
“pated. The comprehensive plan on which you have framed your paper
¢ will, I imagine, embracc every requisite point of information. I hope
‘“you will continue the work. Rely upon it, that it will be very useful to
* Government, and gain you credit, and, I hope, promote your interest.”’

* Doctor Murray was deputed by me to attend the Maharajo at Lahore
in a dangerous illness, which induced him to apply to me for the attend-
ance of an Europcan Medical Officer, and I requested Dr. Murray, while
so cmployed, to record and transmit to me, for the information of Govern-
ment, his obscrvations on the Court of 1lis Highness.
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from the Yocal Authorities, that he was obliged to come back
part of the way, to give time for orders for his reception being
sent from Hydrabad, and he took his departure, the second
time, on the 10th of this month. Most unfortunately his fleet
was dispersed on the 14th, by a very violent gale of wind, and
two (out of four) boats have since come back in distress to Man-
davie. I have, however, given orders for their departing again
to rejoin Lieut. Burnes, and I trust, should no unforeseen obsta-
cle occur, he will begin to ascend the Indus by the 1st of March.
They have been earnestly requested, both by the Bombay
Government and by myself (as the general medium of communi-
cation with the Sindh Government), to afford Lieut. Burnes’s
party a safe escort through their territories, and with whatever
small degree of good will they regard us (and ever have done)
I can hardly think they will refuse so moderate a request, though
at first they declared to our native Agent, that that was their
fixed intention. Their apprehension, however, of offending their
Lord Paramount, Ranjeet Singh, would alone, we might fancy,
deter them from declining to allow the Mission a passage, there
not being one armed man with it.

ExtrACT of a Letter from Lt..Col. H. PoTTiNGER to Capt.
C. M. WapE.

Dated the 27th February, 1831.

I have the pleasure to forward you a copy of a demi-official
letter, which I sent to Mr. Prinsep on the 24th Inst. 8ince this
letter was despatched, I am sorry to say, Lieut. Burnes and his
Party have all returned to Mandavie, having been peremptorily
refused permission, by the Government of Sindh, to pass through
that Province on their way to Lahore. I have reported the fact
both to the Supreme and Bombay Governments, and you will, I
doubt not, hear very shortly after you receive this, from the
Governor General's Sccretary, on the subject.
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Exrract of a Letter from H. T. Prinser, Esq., to Capt. C. M.
‘WADE.

" Dated 19th March, 1831.

I am sorry to have to report that the Ameers of Sindh have
finally detemined on refusing to allow Lieut. Burnes to proceed
up the Indus with the dray horses for Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.
They have further behaved with much incivility to the said
Lieut., and the horses have returned to Mandavie, and will be
kept, for the hot weather, at Booj, the season being too far
advanced to allow of their being sent by land this year. You
must explain this confretems to Ranjeet Singh's Agent the best
way you can.*

Extract of a LeTTER from Lord W. BENTINCK to RANJEET
SiNGH.

Dated the 271th April, 1831.

This Letter will be delivered to your Highness by Capt. Wade,
the Officer through whom the communications with your High-
ness are usually made, and who will proceed to your Highness’
Court for the purpose. He will make known to your Highness
the sincerity of my feelings towards you, and will represent otker
matterst more explicitly.

* Having kept no copy of my reply to Mr. Prinsep’s demi-official
letter, I may refer to the actua! result, and to the testimony of that Officer,
for the grounds of my hesitation in making such a communication to the
Maharaja, and the means by which I felt assured that I could, through
my agency, ns implied by Col. Pottinger, overcome the obstacles which
had been thrown in the way of Lieut. Burnes’s immediate progress, by
the jenlous Ameers of Sindh. A comparison between the dates of Mr,
Prinsep’s letter, and mine, announcing Lieut. Burnes’s arrival at Hydra-
bad, will shew the effect which the remomstrance of the Maharaja with
the Envoys of the Ameers (then at his Court) had on them, in conceding
the point.

t To effect a meeting between the Governor General and the Maharaja
on the banks of the Sutledge, on the terms of the former.
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Extract of a Letter from Capt. C. M. Wabpw to H. T.
Prixnsep, Esq.
Dated the 21st May, 1831.

I have the honor to inform you that Maharaja Ranjeet Singh
has received intelligence from his officers at Multan, of Lieut.
Burnes and his pﬁrty having passcd Hydrabad, and that the
Sindhian Agents at His Highness’s Court, confirm the informa-
tion.

Extracr of a Letter from H. T. Prinsep, Esq., to Capt. C. M.
WADE.
Dated the 27th May, 1831.

I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter, dated
21st Inst., and in reply to express the Rt. Hon. The Governor
General’s entire satisfaction at the intelligence therein reported
to have been received from the officers of Maharaja Ranjeet
Singh, at Multan, relative to Lieut. Burnes and his party having
been allowed, by the Ameers of Sindh, to pass Hydrabad, and
to desire you will express to His Highness, the Governor Gene-
ral's acknowledgements for the orders issued by His Highness
to his officers at Multan,*

ExTtRACT of a Letter from Lieut. A. BurnEs, Assistant to the
Resident in Kutch, on a Mission to Lahore, to Capt. C. M.
WADE.

Dated the 20th June, 1831.

I had the pleasure to receive your communication of the 26th
of May, with the various accompaniments attached, yesterday,
and have to offer you my best acknowledgement for your atten-

* About the same time that the Ameers of Sindh objected to the
passage of Licut. Burnes by the Indus, the Maharaja had oceasion to send
a large Force, commanded by Mon. Ventura, towards the Western
frontier of Bhawlpore, for the purpose of collecting his tribute from that
State. It was afterwards advanced to Dera Ghazi Khan, where, from
its proximity to the Sindhian territory of Shikarpore, its presence tended
mainly to induce the Ameers to allow Lieut. Burnes to pass.
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tion in furnishing me with so much local information, and, at the
same time, for the kind offer which you made of assistance in the
course of my present deputation.*

ExTract of a Letter from H. T. Prinser, Esq., to Capt. C. M.
‘WADE.

Dated the 8th of August, 1831.

I am directed by the Rt. Hon. The Governor General to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter, datad 1st inst., with its
enclosures, reporting the result of your negotiation with His
Highness the Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, on the subject of an
interview between the Governor General and the Maharaja.

In reply, I am directed to express the satisfaction of His
Lordship at the ready acquiescence given by His Highness to
the propositions with which you were charged. The conditions
arranged by you have His Lordship’s entire approbation, with
exception to some part of Article 9th.

FroM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Dated the 30th August, 1831.

It is evident, from the terms of His Highness's reply to the
Note upon the 9th Article, that he has conceded the point with
some reluctunce ; but to His Lordship’s mind, the expectation
entertained by His Highness that a Mission of this character
would be deputed at such a juncture, seems to be a little unrea-
sonable. His Lordship is well pleased that, by your explana-
tions, His Highness has bcen brought to see the thing in a
proper light, and the successful issue to which the negotiation
has been brought, entitles you to His Lordship’s approbation.

* For the Governor General's sense and acknowledgements of my
cxertions to promote the Mission of Licut. Burnes by the Indus, instead
of Overland, vide the Governor General's letter to the Court of Directors,
dated April 2nd, 1832, which, being an exact repctition of Mr. Pririgep’s
letter to myself, dated 1st October, 1831, a copy of the latter is not
inserted.
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ExtRAcT of a Letter from Lieut. BurNEs to Capt. C. M. WabE.
Dated the 4th November, 1831.

While in the Punjab with you, for the five weeks I resided at
Lahore, your occupations were continued and laborious, from
the incessant attention which the Maharaja’s wishes required,
and thei« very great delicacy of such a duty, which is imposed
uponj at Lodiana, as well as Lahore. I may add, that it appeared
to arise chiefly from the great influence which you possess with
Ranjeet Singh, and which I had good opportunities of witnessing.

J . o/
%’/./’/- 4 % FroM THE G. G. To THE CT. OF Drs.
i Dated 15th December, 1831.

Recorded will be found a Letter {from Maharaja Ranjeet Singh,
of Lahore, which was conveyed by the Mission sent by His
Highness.

It being found impossible to send a similar deputation to His
Highness on the part of the Governor General, on account of the
prevalence of the hot season, His Lordship directed Capt. Wade
to accompany the Mission on its return to the Court of His
Highness, and to be the bearer of His Lordship’s reply to the
Letter. Capt. Wade wasg, moreover, instructed to assure the
Maharaja of the good will that prevailed towards himself and
his Government in the mind of the Governor General, and in
particular, to explain to His Highness the circumstances which
rendered it impossible that the compliment of a Return Mission,
with suitable presents, should be paid, until the season should
permit.

On the 22nd of May, Capt. Wade reported his arrival at
Adinanuggur, where he was received by the Maharaja. The
particulurs of this, and scveral subsequent interviews with His
Highness, during his stay at this place, will be found detailed in
the Despatches. They are considered by the Governor General
to be intcresting in a high degree, and to exhibit traits of His
Highness's character and sentiments, at once curious and instruc-
tive.



75

The cxpression of His Lordship's satisfaction at the manner
of Capt. Wade's reception, was conveyed to that Officer in reply
to his communications, and the footing on which his intercourse
with the Maharaja had been conducted, was also noticed, with
His Lordship’s approbation.

In the Despatches recorded, Captain Wade submitted a
Report of his final audience with the Maharaja, on the 7th June,
and his subsequent return to Lodiana. He also forwarded a
Letter from His Highness to the Gowernor General, conveying a
request that Capt. Wade might be permitted to go over again to
his Court at the time of Lieut. Burnes’s arrival with the present
from the King of England, which was expected to take place in
the early part of July.

/ // Froxm THE G. G. To THE CT. OoF DRS.
Dated 2nd April, 1832.

On the occasion of Licut. Burnes's arrival at Lahore, with the
presents from the King of England to His Highness, Capt. Wade
has referred to that Officer’s Reports, as affording the most satis-
factory information on the subject of his reception by His High-
ness.* He observed, that when the Maharaja was informed of
the Despatch of the Mission by the Indus, he betrayed no feelings
of jealousy, notwithstanding the many attempts that were made
to persuade him that its passage by that route militated against
his interests ; but that, on the contrary, he shewed himself dis-
posed to offer every facility to its progress, and co-operated in
the most hearty manner with Government in inducing the

* In order to give the distinguished honor of a present from our
Sovercign every weight in the opinion of the Maharaja, and that of his
people, I transferred to Lieut. Burnes the letter addressed by Lord
Ellenhorough, as I'resident of the Board of Control, to Ranjeet Singh,
acknowledging the receipt of His Highness’ present, by Lord Anlhtfrst,
and announcing the despatch of the Horses, in return. The document in
question had been originally committed to me for delivery to the Maha-
raja, but I did not wish to deprive Lieut. Burnes of the importance of
deliveving a letter which was necessary to give full eredit to his Mission.
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Sindhians to yield a passage, after it had been peremptorily
refused.

It was stated to Capt. Wade, in reply, that the successful
accomplishment of the hazardous journey of Lieut. Burnes, and
the manner of his reception at the Court of His Highness Maha-
raja Ranjeet Singh, had given the Governor General the most
lively satisfaction, and that His Lordship ascribed much of His
Highness’ favorable disposition, and of the very proper senti-
ments which he had displayed, as well during the progress of
the Mission, as subsequently to his arrival, to his (Capt. Wade's)
influence and explanations, which had always been dirccted to
remove impressions of an injurious tendency, and to improve the
confidential interconrse which so happily subsisted with His
Highness.

No. III.

FroMm te G. Q. 1o Tuue Cr. or Drs.
Dated 2nd July, 1832.

In the 30th paragraph of my letter dated the 7th of December
last, I informed your Honorable Committee, that, as soon as 1
learned that Col. Pottinger was on his route to Sindh, I should
communicate my intentions to Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, who has
as yet received no intimation of the nature of my designs in that
quarter. Accordingly,+on the 19th of the same month, I trans-
mitted a letter to Capt. Wade, for delivery in person, to the
Maharaja, and, in order to enable him to make the requisite
explanations, I enclosed for his perusal, extracts from the in-
structions addressed to Col. Pottinger on the subject.

I informed Capt. Wade, that I considered it to be due to the
friendship which subsists betwcen the British Government and
that of the Maharaja, to admit him to an unreserved participation
in the councils and designs entertained at present in respect to
Sindh (more especially, as thc prosperity of His Highness's
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dominions, and thé interests of his Government are even more
concerned than our own in the success of the mcasures which
have been instituted), and I directed him to exert himself to
remove from the Maharaja’s mind any suspicion that the British
Government, under the cloak of commercial objects, was desirous
of extending its influence, and prosecuting views different from
those stated in my letter to His Highness's address. I observed
that His Highness could not fail to see, that the benefit to his
dominions; and to his revenue, would be immediate, from the
success of the measures proposed, and I hoped, therefore, that
hc would find the Maharaja prepared cordially to second the
views of Government; and I desired him to receive and submit,
without delay for my orders, any propositions on the subject
His Highness might desire to make through him.

The necessity of the measure which had been adopted, was
shortly evinced by a letter from Capt. Wade, dated the 7th of
January, from which it appeared that the Maharaja had been
making anxious enquiries respecting the nature of the objects
which the British Government was meditating on the side of
Sindh, and the idea appeared to be prevalent at his Court, that
Military operations were meditated by us against that country.

On the 27th of December, Capt. Wade communicated to the
Maharaja the receipt of his instructions, and intimated his inten-
tion of proceeding to his Court, as soon as orders were issued
for his rcception. He sct out on his Mission on the 13th of
January, and, on his arrival at Filore, on the opposite bank of the
Sutledge, reccived the Maharaja's reply. The only passage in
it worthy of note, was one intimating that this was the time of
the year in which he (the Maharaja) was in the habit of making
excursions for business and pleasure, and that, after Capt. Wade
had taken his lcave, he intended to proceed to Rawel Pindce
(and his Agent also mentioned the Derajat), which Captain
Wade attributed to a distrust of the objccts of his journey, and
a desire that His Highness’s well-known designs in respect to
Shikarpore should be proclaimed, before Capt. Wade announced
the nature of the communications with which he was charged.
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Capt. Wade, on his way to Lahore, rcceived a very kind letter
from the Maharaja, by the hand of Sirdar Jowala Singh, intima-
ting that he had deferred his hunting excursion, until he could
arrive and join in the sport, and Capt. Wade subsequently dis-
covered that this letter was written to palliate an expression in
his first letter, to which attention has already been drawn. Capt.
Wade arrived at the Court of the Maharaja on the 25th J anuary,
and found him encamped at Meeance, on the left bank of the
Ravce. The two or three first days were spent in hunting
excursions, after which the Maharaja returned to Lahore, and
Capt. Wade then entered on the object of his Mission.

Fakeer Uzzeez Uddeen and Capt. Wade were the only persons
present, besides the Maharaja, and my letter was read by the
Fakeer, who prefaced the subject in a judicious manner, by
saying it was replete with good will and friendship. His High-
ness received the communication, and the explanation which
Capt. Wade offered, apparently in a favorable manner, and Capt.
Wade left him, after a conference of two hours and a half, to
digest the subject, and His Highness said, at parting, that he
would send a reply in a day or two.

The next despatch which arrived {from Capt. Wade, was dated
13th February, and it is of so much importance, that it is better
to furnish a transcript of it, as well as of the communications
which I considered it necessary to make, in consequence, to
Capt. Wade and the Maharaja.

On the 7th of March, Capt. Wade reported that he had
received my letter and its enclosures on the 25th ultimo, and
had immediately requested an audience of the Maharaja for the
purpose of delivering them to him, and explaning to His
Highness the contents of my letter to his own address. These
explanations, and the strong assurances conveyed in my letter,
could not fail, Capt. Wade said, to rclieve the apprchensions
which the Maharaja had previously entertained, and he left him
highly gratified with the result.*

* These apprchensions related to a passage in the instructions to me
which I construed, and led the Maharaja to suppose, applicd to his con-
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Capt. Wade took leave of the Maharaja on the 12th of March,
and returned to Lodiana on the 19th, and His Highness promised
to send after him his replies to the letters which he had delivered
from me.

On the 29th of March, Capt. Wade forwarded the Maharaja’s
reply to my two letters, copies of which accompany, as well as
of the reply which I made to it.

In reply, I received a friendly communication from the Maha-
raja, expressing his satisfaction at the confidence I had reposed
in him, in communicating to him a copy of the preliminary
Treaty which had been agreed on with the Ameers of Sindh, and
the assurance he felt in the friendly nature of my intentions.

Tt appeared to me that the time was now come for inviting
the Maharaja’s active co-operation for the purpose of opening
the navigation of the Sutledge and Ghara, or united strecams of
the Sutledge and Biah, and thus completing the line of com-
munication between the countries more immediately under our
influence, and the main stream of the Indus, and, with this
view, I addressed a letter, in continuation of the correspondence
which had already taken place.

The only remaining Chief whose co-operation it was necessary
to secure, was Bhawl Khan, and, as this is one of the families
who seem to consider a faithful attachment to the British Govern-
ment as an essential part of their hereditary policy, I had no
reason to expect anything but the most cordial assistance from
him, in the promotion of the object I had in view. Accordingly,
I addressed a lctter to Bhawl Khan, and despatched it on the
same date as the one to Ranjeet Singh.

As soon as replies to these letters are received, I shall issue
instructions to Capt. Wade to drop down the Sutledge and

sent being required to the navigation of the whole course of the Indus,
instead of the lower part of it. I had gained the Maharaja’s acquiescence
however reluctantly to the former ; but, although then declined by Lord
W. Bentinck, the concurrence of His Highness to that measurc was soon
afterwards required by his successor,
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Ghara, to Bhawlpore, for the purpose of exploring the naviga-
tion of those rivers, and of making arrangements, in concert with
Maharaja Ranjeet Singh and the Nawab, for securing the safety
of the boats in their progress up and down the stream. It will
also form part of his duty to settle with the Chiefs about the
collection of the Customs, which will be regulated in the manner
pointed out in my letter to Col. Pottinger, and, as there is at
present no navigation, and, consequently, no revenue arising
from duties on these rivers, no difficulty is to be apprehended in
the settlement of this part of the question. With a view to
acquire a survey of the river, and country bordering upon its
banks, I have directed the employment of a qualified draughts-
man to accompany Capt. Wade on his voyage.

The only remaining point connected with this part of the
general plan for opening the navigation of the North Western
frontier of India, is a proposal made by Maharaja Ranjeet Singh
in February last, through the channel of Capt. Wade, for forming
a reciprocal arrangement with Nawab Bhawl Khan, with a view
to prevent freebooters from the country of either Chief finding a
refuge in the territory of the other. The circumstance which
clicited this proposal was, an inroad which had been made by
some Zemindars from the neighbourhood of Pakputtun, a town
belonging to the Maharaja, situated on the right bank of the
Ghara, into the Bikanere territory, and the Maharaja was
apprehensive that, if he sent a Force to coerce them, they would
cross the river, and take refuge in the Nawab’s country. The
plan proposed by the Maharaja appeared to me to be well cal-
culated to establish tranquility and good order in the country,
on both banks of the Sutledge and Ghara, and to keep in check
the predatory tribes who inhabit that quarter, and who might
otherwise be tempted to insult the navigation of the river, and
1, therefore, not only directed Capt. Wade to do all he could by
his friendly mediation with both parties to see that it was pro-
perly carried into effect, but I also myself addressed a letter to
Nawab Bhawl Khan on the subject.*

* From Hurreekee to thc confluence of the rivers at Mithankot, a dis-
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/4
Leoff / FroMm THE G. G. To THE Cr. or Dgs.
S

Dated the 13th March, 1834.

On the 25th of December, 1832, Capt. Wade reported that he
had completed the arrangements connected with the opening of
the Sutledge, in connection with Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.

MiNuTE BY THE GOVvERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA.
Political Department.

The ratification and publication of the Treaties with the Ruler
of Lahore and the Chiefs of Sindh have, at last, established the
free navigation of the Indus, and the superintendence of this
important arrangement has, on the part of the British Govern-
ment, been confided to Lieut.-Col. Pottinger and Capt. Wade.

When the affairs of Sindh were committed to the charge of
Lieut.-Col. Pottinger he received an addition to his salary. It
appears to me equally proper that an addition should also be
made to that of Capt. Wade, whose negotiations for the same
objcet with Ranjeet Singh, obtained for him the entire approba-
tion of Government, together also with the zealous endeavours
he has used to overcome all other obstacles, and to promote the
measure.

In consequence of the additional duties imposed upon him,
and in testimony of the satisfaction of Government, an increase

tance of 300 miles, the banks of the Sutledge and Ghara are covered with
an almost continuous belt of jungle, which favors the predatory habits of
the pastoral tribes, who occupy them, and living in tents, or temporary
sheds made of recds, move about from place to place in scarch of fresh
pasturage for their numerous flocks of camels and huffaloes. The heads
of these Tribes met me, by invitation, in congress, nt Pakputtan, where,
in consultation with the local Officers of Lahore and Bhawlpore, and the
Agents of those States present with me, reciprocal engagements for the

settlement of past causes of dispute, and the future prevention of them,
were amicably arraneed.
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of salary is proposed. I have to rccommend that the sum of
500 Rs. per mensem may be assigned to him.
(Signed) W. C. BENTINCK,
a Jan. 3rd, 1835.
I concur in the above proposition,

(Signed) W. BLUNT,
5th January, 1835,
( Signed) W. MORRIESON,
8th January.
(Siyned ) A. ROSS,
13th January.
/’]/ - \ Ve S 2 ag. ,,CJ
g From TtHE G. G. To THE Cr. oF Drs.
/ Dated 5th March, 1835.

While the negotiations of Lieut.-Col. Pottinger with the
Ameers of Sindh for throwing open the navigation of the Indus
have been attended with complete success, your Honorable
Committee will be gratified to learn that the result of the efforts
made by Capt. Wade to secure the co-operation of the Ruler of
the Punjab and of Nawab Bhawl Khan, of Bhawlpore, in the
scheme for placing the trade in the upper part of that river, and
on the Sutledge, on a satisfactory footing, has been equally
favorable, by the conclusion of Treaties with those Chiefs,
whereby the free navigation of the Indus and Sutledge, within
their boundaries has been conceded.

A transcript of Capt. Wade's despatch, under date the 24th
August, 1833, enclosing the Treaties finally concluded with
Maharaja Ranjeet Singh and Nawab Bhawl Khan, together with
copies of the letters addressed to the Governor General on the
occasion, is forwarded for the information of your Honorable
Committee.

The receipt of the communications was acknowledged by His
Lordship in suitable terms, and copies of the ratified Treaties,
under his Lordship's seal and signature, were transmitted to
those Chiefs.

We took the opportunity of intimating to Capt. Wade, that
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the manner in which he had conducted these negotiations was
considered creditable to him, and that his conduct had met with
the approbation of Government.

On the 23rd April last, Capt. Wade forwarded to us, Khu-
reetas® from Maharaja Ranjeet Singh and Nawab Bhawl Khan,
acknowledging the receipt of the ratified Treaties concluded
with them, for opening the navigation of the Indus and Sut-
ledge.

On the subject of the rate of toll to be levied, we stated to
Capt. Wade, that, as the entire toll from the Sea to Ropur was
fixed at Rupees 570 per boat, of which, the share of the Ameers
of Sindh was to be Rupees 240. there would, consequently,
remain to be divided the sum of 330 Rupees, on each boat,
between the Maharaja and the Nawab. We trusted that Capt.
Wade would be able to obtain the Maharaja’'s consent to the
substitution of a toll in the place of an ad valorem duty, and
that that Officer would experience no difficulty in making an
equitable distribution between His Highness and the Nawab of
their respective shares of the toll. We added, that on obtaining
the Maharaja consent to the principle of the toll, and the assent
of His Highness and the Nawal to the proportions to which
Capt. Wade might conceive them respectively entitled, the
mode and place of collection would be determined.

A Report of the negotiations and proceedings adopted by
Capt. Wade in the cxecution of the above Instructions, together
with a draft of the Supplementary Treaty, having in view the
substitution of a fixed toll upon boats, for the duties upon mer-
chandise formerly proposed to be levied, which was submitted
by him to Nawab Bhawl Khan for his acceptance, will be found
in our procecdings.

We approved generally of the tenor of that instrument, and
directed Capt. Wade, after its ratification by the Nawab, to open
a negotiation with Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, for the formation of
a corresponding arrangement with that Chief, subject however
to a slight alteration in the terms of the Treaty.

* The silken bags, in which letters arc sent from one Chief to another.
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After some further negotiations with the Maharaja, Capt.
Woade, having at length forwarded to us copies of the revised
Indus and Sutledge Toll Treaties, duly ratified by Maharaja
Ranjeet Singh and the Nawab of Bhawlpore, the contents of
those Instruments were immediately promulgated for general
information.

,j'/ Froym rnie Cr. oF Drs. To THE G. G.

’ Dated 20th September, 1837,

/

With respect to the negotiations carried on, and the Treaties
concluded with the various States on the Indus, by which the
important object of opening the navigation of that great channel
for commercial communication has been attained, we have only
to express our great satisfaction at this result, and the strong
sense which we entertain of the merits of those whose exertions
have contributed to its attainment. Capt. Wade, Lieut. Mackeson,
and especially Lieut.-Col. Pottinger, deserve the warmest com-
mendation. :

The moderate amount of the duties which have been fixed on
the trade of the Indus; the security against disputes and delays
afforded by levying those duties, not by a Tariff, but in the form
of a Toll of so much on cvery boat of whatsoever burthen, and
whatever the naturc of its cargo, and the limitation of the places
where the toll is levied, to three, namely, Hurreekec. Mithankot
and the mouth of the Indus, at each of which a British Agent is
stationed (though hitherto, except at Mithankot, not a European);
arc circumstances highly favorable to the success of the objects
which the Treaties have in view.

T
5’/‘,‘/ Frox Tz Cr. oF Dre. To TiE G. G
’ Dated 20th September, 1837,

With reference to the increased and increasing importance
of the Lodiana Agency, and the necessity of its being filled by a
person of tried judgment and high diplomatic ability, we sanction
the augmentation which you have made to its emoluments.
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No. 1V.

Froxm THE G. G. To THE CT. OF Drs.
Dated 25th July, 1836.

The Political Agent of Lodiana has reported the death of
Sirdarnee Luchman Kouner, of Ferozpore, and offered sugges-
tions for the management of her Chiefship.

Presuming, with reference to the observations contained in
the 3rd paragraph of the letter from the Political Secretary to
Government to the address of the Resident at Delhi, dated the
14th November, 1828, that the property of the late Sirdarnee
had become an escheat to the British Government, Capt. Wade
was authorised to take possession of the Fort and Town of
Ferozpore, and such portions of the estate as were actually in
her possession, at the time of her decease, and to manage them,
at present, under the direct orders of the Supreme Government.

Capt. Wade was further desired to collect the necessary infor-
mation for making a Report of the nature and extent of the
rights which the Government had acquired by this escheat, and
the manner in which they were connected with those neld or
claimed by Ranjeet Singh, and also to suggest such arrange-
ments as might seem best calculated to secure the proper admin-
istratian of the mew territory, without giving umbrage to His
Highness.

The officers of the former administration were to be retained
in their situations in every casc in which there did not exist any
strong reason for pursuing an opposite course.

A copy of the letter addressed to Capt. Wade on this occasion
was forwarded to the late Government of Agra, with a request
to apprize the Political Agent at Amballa,* that, for the present,

* Ferozpore, as one of the protected Sikh Statcs, had been subject tor
the Dolitical Agency at Amballa, then held by Mr. G. R. Clerk, to whom:
Bahadurpore, another portion of the Ranee's estate, contiguous to Amballa,
was at the same time transferred.
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the management of the Ferozpore domain rad been entrusted to
the Political Agent at Lodiana.

In his subsequent communications relative to Ferozpore, Capt.
Wade reported the appearance therc of Bhagail Singh, a grand
nephew of the late Sirdarnee I.uchman Kouner, with the view of
asserting a right of inheritance to her estate, but it appeared
that the withdrawal of this intruder was effected without a resort
to coercive measures. The contents of these Despatches did not
call for any instructions, in addition to those already communi-
cated to the Political Agent regarding the Ferozpore domain.

o b

’
,"/-'//7 From TtHE G. G. To THE Cr. oF Dars.
: 1
Dated 28th November, 1836.

We are happy to learn that Maharaja Ranjeet Singh had
relinquished all intention of pressing his claim (so destitute of
foundation) to supremacy over the Ferozpore domain, and we
saw much to approve in the mode in which Lieut. Mackeson
(who had been’deputed by Capt. Wade to wait on His Highness
with a view to ascertain his sentiments in regard to our occupa-
tion of the territory in question) conducted the negotiation con-
fided to that officer.

For a detail of the measures adopted by the Political Agent,
on the assumption of the Town and Fort of Ferozpore, as well
as the orders issued by us on the several points noticed in Capt.
Wade's communication of the 25th February last, we beg to
refer your Honorable Court to the documents to which your
attention has been already drawn.

Adverting to the considerations stated in the 11th paragraph
of Capt. Wade's letter of the date above-mentioned, we were
decidedly of opinion that it'would be the most beneficial course
for all parties that, as suggested by the Political Agent, a de-
markation having been made of the lands immediately dependent
on the Town and Fort of Ferozpore, the remaining portion of
the territory should be equally divided between our Government
and that of Lahore. the partition being so arranged as to secure
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the integrity of owr boundary, with the ('.'mnmund»o['(_mc ot mote
of the established fervies; or, if a greater extent of territory
{han this were thought desirable, that the Lahore share of it
should be farmed by the British Government, on an average of
the five preceding years’ revenue.

Capt. Wade wus, accordingly. authorised to propose to the
Maharaja this method of settling the pending claims.

We approved of Capt. Wade having requested the Political
Agent at Amballa to take charge of Bahadurpore. with reference
to the comparative vicinity to Amballa of that part of the late
Sirdarnee’s possessions.

The Political Agent at Lodiana has reported the death of
Bhagail Singh, the grand nephew of the late Sirdarnee of IFcroz-
pore, whose rights in that quarter, Maharaja Ranjcet Singh had
evinced a disposition to advocate. :

//"//// ¥Froy 11 Cr. or Dnrs. 10 THE G. G.
Dated the 24th January, 183(',. /

The proceedings of Capt. Wade in taking charge of Ferozpore,
seem to have been very judicious.

As it appears that, with the cxception of the Town and Fort
of Ferozpore, cvery portion of the cstate is held on a disputed
title, other Chiefs, mostly subject to Lahore, having rival preten-
tions, we shall be glad if you succeed in concluding an arrange-
ment with Ranjeet Singh, as you propose, for either dividing
the disputed territory equally between the two States, or pur-
chasing the claims of his dependants for an annual payment.

s Pt
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24 FroMm Ty G. (i; 10 T1F Cr. oF Duis,

Dated 10th April, 1837,

=
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We approved Capt. Wade's having refrained, for the present,
from interfering with the customs of Ferozpore, and also with
the course suggested in the 6th paragraph of his letter, dated
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12th December, for providing for the expenses of the Temple
and Tomb at that place, namely, by confirming to the adopted
children of Sirdarnee Lutchman Kouner the grant made by her
in their favor, on condition of their supporting those establish-
ments, and keeping them in repair. The garden, with a small
piece of ground adjoining, might, we observed, be farmed, and
the rent appropriated to defray the expease incurred for the care
and preservation of it, as well as the Baradaree; and, in the
meantime, the Political Agent was desired to prepare the ac-
counts with the adopted sons of the late Sirdarnee, on the prin-
ciple laid down in the 7th paragraph of his letter, already referred
to.

The deputation by Capt. Wade of Lieut. Mackeson, to confer
with Ranjeet Singh's officers on the affairs of Ferozpore, received
‘our approbation.

o,
’/ T'roMm THE Cr. oFr DRS. TO THE (. G.
/ Dated 31st of May, 1838.

The most important transactions recorded inthese ndvices is
your interposition to prevent Ranjeet Singh from prosecuting
the hostile designs which he meditated against the Ameers of
Sindh.

Those designs were manifestly inconsistent with the interests
of the British Government in India, and the tendency of a war
on the Indus, to defeat the purposes of the Treaties for opening
the navigation of that river, was an obvious and natural motive
on which to found your declarations to Ranjeet Singh, that his
prosecution of schemes of conquest in that direction, would not
be permitted.

The communications with Ranjeet Singh on the subject were
very skilfully conducted by Capt. Wade. The Maharaja appears
to have received them with the good sense which usually charac-
terises him. Though he has not renounced his claim on Shikar-
pore, he has recalled his troops, and given positive assurance
that they shall not again move in that direction. without the
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concurrence of your Government. He “has consented to an in-
vestigation by Capt. Mackeson of the frontier disputes, and has
apparently abandoned all serious thought of prosecuting an
entetprise by which he now knows that he would forfeit the
friendship of the British Government. His chief concern now
seems to be, how to withdraw from it, without loss of dignity
in'the eyes of his own subjects, and you will shape your pro-
ceedings in the manner best calculated to facilitate this object.

/ /}‘// FroM taeE G. G. o THE Cr. oF Drs.
Dated the 20th December, 1838.

Noted (in the Despatch) is the correspondence which passed
between the Political Agent and Lieut. J. D. Cunningham,
(Engineers) on the estate of the Fort of Ferozpore, and the best
means of putting it, as well as the Town, in a defensive con-

dition.*
The Governor General authorlsed the execution of such

repairs and works as may be necessary to clear and to restore the
present defences of the Fort of Ferozpore, but His Lordship did
not deem it, at present, requisite or expedient to incur any
expense for the proposed defences of the Town.

‘ %
//'//'/ From THE G. G. 10 THE C1. or D=rs.
/ Dated 12th June, 1839.

Recorded, is a continuation of the correspondence between
Capt. Wade and Licut. Mackeson, together with a. Report by
the latter officer, regarding the completion of the duty entrusted

* On the expedition to Afghanistan being projected, it was proposed
to convert Ferozpore into a magazine, or place of arms, and on the advance
of the Army, it was occupied by a division of it as a rescrve; Lieutenants
Mackeson and Cunningham procceded with me to Peshawr, and on our
departure, Captain (now Lieut.-Col.) Lawrence was appointed to the
temporary charge of the place, under my locrn ten‘ins, Mr. Clerk.
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to him of scttling the claims of the Lahore Government on the
Ferozpore territory.

The result of the intricate and laborious investigation in which
Lieut. Mackeson was engaged to ascertain the rights of each
State, confirmed the propriety of the suggestion originally offered
by Capt. Wade, that a compromise of the-claims of both parties
was the most convenient, and, at the same time, the most just
and equitable, mode of procedure, and, from a perusal of the
documents now transmitted, it will be gratifying to your Honor-
able Court to find that the objects contemplated by the Govern-
ment, in the settlement of the case on that busis, have been
secured in a manner alike conducive to our own interests, and
indicative of the consideration which the British Government
has already been disposed to evince in regard to the rights of its
ancient Ally.

The demarkation of the Ferozpore boundary has been fixed by
Lieut. Mackeson, in concert with the Lahore Agent, and sub-
stantial boundary pillars have been erected at proper intervals.

Lieut. Mackeson reported, at the same time, that the arrange-
ments for taking possession of the territory acquired by the late
settlement from the Lahore feudatories, and for making over
charge of what has been relinquished, had also been carried into
effect.

Tl From tHE Cr. OoF DRS. TO THE G. G.
Dated 29th January, 1840.
We are glad to find that the claims of Lahore, on the estate
of Ferozpore, have been compromised in a very satisfactory
manner, by the division of the territory.

/ T /
/ [7:’;4_ Ial N“o v.
. J = {,
From THE G. G 1o THE Cr. or Dns.
Dated 26th Septomb('r, 1836.
We have the honor to forward a Minute by the Rt. Hon. The

Governor General, concurred in by the other members of the
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Council, containing a summary of past events connected with the
navigation of the Indus, and describing His Lordship’s views on
hat important subject.

. In accordance with the proposal contained in His Lordship’s
Minute,* it was resolved to depute Capt. Burnes on a commercial
Mission to Hydrabad, Mithankot, Cabul, and Candahar, and to
empower Col. Pottinger to proceed to Hydrabad, and to take
upon himself the immediate management of the negotiation with
the Ameers, should he be of opinion that his doing so would be
conducive to the public interests. The copies of letters to Capt.
Burnes, Col. Pottinger, Capt. Wade, and the Government of
Bombay, which are included in the packet, will be found to con-
tain full information on the subject of this Mission, and of the

subordinate arrangements connected with it.

7 ’/ G
o, e g
/ }r IFrom THE G. G. To THE C1. oF D=s.

{
Dated 28t/ November, 1836.

In our lectter, dated the 26th of Scptember last, we had the
honor of informing you that we had taken the opportunity offered
by Maharaja Ranjeet Singh's applying to be furnished with
50,000 stand of arms, by the Indus, to remind His Highness of
the peaceful nature of the objects for which the Indus had been
re-opened, and to make him acquainted with the sentiments
cntertained by the British Government with respect to the
aggressive linc of policy which he was pursuing towards his
neighbours,

Soon afterwards unequivocal proofs were afforded of its being
the Maharaja's intention to carry into immediate effect, the hos-
tile designs which he is known to have long entertained against
Sindh. The payment of a tribute of twelve lacs of Rupees was
demanded by him from the Amecrs. A Force was sent in ad-

* The instructions issued to Capt. Burncs, in deputing him on his
Mission to Cabul, may be found in the Parliamentary Papers, hended,
* Correspondence relative to Sindh,” 1836-38,
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vance, which captured Roghan, the chief town of the Mazarces,
a tribe nominally dependent upon Sindh ; and carried, by assault,
a Fort, garrisoned by the Troops of the Ameer, in the neigh-
bourhood of the commercial town of Shikarpore, and preparations
were in progress for opening the Campaign on a more cxtensive
scale at the commencement of the cold season.

The Honorable Court has, on several occasions, expressed its
sense of the injury to British Interests which is to be appre-
hended from the extension of the Sikh power along the whole
course of the Indus. Fully concurring in this opinion, and fore-
seeing that the struggle, which was about to take place, would
postpone, for an indefinite period, the attainment of the objects
for which the navigation of the Indus has been re-opened, we
considered it our duty to endcavour to induce the Maharaja to
lay aside his hostile intentions.

With these views, we instructed Capt. Wade to endeavour,
by any means short of actual menace, to deter the Maharaja {rom
advancing against Shikarpore.

The SECRETARY to the (Government of India to Capt. C. M.
WaDE.

Fort William, September 26, 1836.

1 am directed by the Governor General in Council to acknow -
ledge the receipt of your letters of 19th, 29th, and 30th ultimo.*

His Lordship in Council, having maturely considercd the
several circumstances detailed in the above communications, has
desired me to convey to you the following orders.

His Lordship in Council entertains the conviction, that the
Government of India cannot view with indifference any disturb-
ance of the existing relations of peace between the several States
occupying the banks of that river. The first effect of hostilities
between the Governments of Lahore and Sindh must be to post-
pone, for a period, the limits of which cannot be forescen, the

* These letters reported the preparations of the Maharaja to invade
Sindh, and seize the Town of Shikarpore.
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attainment of the object to which the British Government
attaches so much importance, of again rendering the Indus the
channel of a safe and extensive commerce. The position, likewise,
of Sindh, in reference to the British territories, to Afghanistan,
and the Punjab, and to the share it possesses in the command of
the Indus, must ever induce the Government of India to watch
the political condition of that country with anxious attention,
and dispose it to cultivate a close connection, on terms which
may be bencficial to both parties, with the Sindh Government.

It is, at the same time, the anxious desire of the Governor
General in Council, that the important object of maintaining
tranquility, and the present distribution of power, along the line
of the Indus, should be attained by recourse to no other means
than those of amicable ncgotiation.

The advance of Ranjeet Singh's army towards Shikarpore, is
an event which calls the immediate attention of the Governor
General in Council to this subject; and you have already been
authorised by my letter of the 22nd ultimo, to use all your influ-
cnce with the Maharaja, in the way of friendly remonstrance,
with a view of inducing His Highness to abandon any hostile
intentions, which he may have entertained towards the territories
of the Amcers of Sindh.

His Lordship in Council will be rejoiced to find that your re-
monstrance has been attended with success; but as the result
may have been different, I am now desired to instruct you to use
every means in your power, short of actual menace, to keep His
Highness at Lahore, and to prevent the further advance of his
army for a period sufficient to admit of your receiving a commu-
nication from Lieut.-Col. Pottinger, to whom 1 have this day
addressed a letter by order of His Lordship in Council, a copy of
which is, herewith, sent for your information and guidance.*

* The Maharaja remained at Lahore, but his son, Kour Kharak Singh,
had, on the pretence of levying the annual tribute from the tribes on the
Indus, actually subject to Lahore, which usually required a Military
demonstration, had already approached the Sindh frontier by a cireuitous

rnute.



94

Should you be of opinion that, pending the communication
from Lieut.-Col. Pottinger, by which your ulterior proceedings
will be guided, your influence is likely to prove more efficacious
if exercised in person than by letter, you are authorised to repair
to the Durbar of the Maharaja, making over the temporary
charge of your duties at Lodiana to the commanding officer of
the station.

You will be pleased to report to Lieut.-Col. Pottinger, and to
the Lieut.-Governor, North Western Provinces, direct, and with-
out loss of time, the result of the measures which you are now
authorised to adopt, and the effect which may have been pro-
duced by them on the movements of His Highness's army.

In all your communications with the Maharaja, you will main-
tain the most friendly tone towards himself and the Sikh nation,
and you will afford him every assurance that the British Govern-
ment scrupulously adheres to all its pledges, of totally abstaining
from interposition in regard to the acknowledged dominions of
His Highness. It will be the spirit of your negotiations, that the
British Government thinks itself entitled to ask from His High-
ness, that he will shew to neighbouring States, with whom it is
intimately connected, the same tenderness by which His High-
ness is well aware that it is itsclf uniformly guided in the con-
duct of its cxternal relations.

It is probable that His Highness will urge, that he has received
provocations from the Rulers of Sindh, which demand redress.
If. in the issue of the negotintions now authorised, it should be
your duty to announce to him, that the Ameers have formally
placed themselves under British protection, it will, of course, be
an obligation attaching to the Government of India, to obtain for
him redress for real wrongs. In any event, you will state that
the British Government is ready to interpose its good offices for
the equitable scttlement of all matters which have given risc to
differences between the two States.

It is reported that the troops of His Highness have occupied
the country of the Mazarces, a predatory tribe, nominally subject
to Sindh. In repressing these plunderers, His Highness has
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effected an object of general benefit. To that measure, therefore,
the British Government makes no objection. The arrangements
to be made for the further control of the Mazarees will become
a subject of future negotiation.

His Lordship in Council will await with much anxiety the re-
port of your proceedings under the instructions above conveyed
to you.

- ,,)
o -
y

The SECRETARY to the Government of India to the Governor
General's AcENT for the affuirs of Sindh.

Fort William, Scptember 26, 1836.

I am directed by the Governor General of India in Council, to
forwurd to you the accompanying copies of threc letters, to my
address, from Capt. Wade, bearing date the 19th, 29th, and 30th
ultimo, and of the reply this day written by order of His Lord-
ship in Council, together with a copy of a letter addressed by
me to that officer, under date the 22nd ultimo.

Since the date of my letter to your address of the 18th January
last, the Governor General in Council has frequently and anxi-
ously deliberated upon the statc of our relations with Sindh, and
the result is, a conviction that a closer union than at present
exists is, if it can be effected without forcing such a connection
on the Ameers, in every respect, and on gencral grounds, highly
desirable.

From my communication to Capt. Wade, you will observe,
that a new occasion has arisen, demanding the immediate atten-
tion of the Governor General in Council to the affairs of Sindh,
in consequence of the reported advance of Maharaja Ranject
Singh’s army towards Shikarpore.

It is possible, His Lordship in Council conceives, that, how-
cver inclined the Ameers may be to appeal to the British Govern-
ment for protection, in the crisis which appears to be impending,
they may be deterred from doing so by the tenor of the commu-
nication which you were instructed to make to them on the 18th
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of January last. Should you deem this probable, you ate author-
ised to make such an intimation to them as may lead to negotia-
tions being renewed, with a view to their own protection, and to
the improvement of the relations now subsisting with them.

You will, in treating with the Ameers, communicate with them,
without reserve, in reference to the dangerous position in which
they stand, and you will apprise them, that this Government is
sensible how essential it is, not to their interests only, but to
their very existence, that the ties by which they are connected
with the British Empire, should be strengthened.

Whether the communication which you may make to the
Ameers, in pursuance of these instructions, shall end in no new
result, or in the mere reception, at the Court of Hydrabad, of a
British Agent, or in the advance of a subsidiary force, for the
protection of the Sindh territories, will probably depend upon
the conduct of the Maharaja, and the course of events.

The Governor General in Council sincerely desires, that the
extension of British influence in the direction of the Indus, should
be effected by the pursuit of commercial and peaceful objects
alone.

In interposing for the protection of Sindh from imminent dan-
ger, the British Government may justly expect to receive, in
return, some corresponding advantages. His Lordship in Council
would not, without your deliberate advice, and a careful consi-
deration of all the circumstances of the position of Sindh, enter
into a general engagement to defend that country from all
external enemies; but he does not hesitate to authorise you to
promise his mediation, in all disputes between the Ameers and
the Government of Lahore, if a reasonable equivalent be assented
to. As one condition of this mediation, and with a view to enable
this Government readily to give effect to it, it would be advan-
tageous, if the Ameers would consent permanently to receive a
body of British troops, to be stationed at their capital, the expense
of the detachment being paid from the Sindh revenues. His
Lordship in Council would not insist upon this, as an indispen-
sable part of any arrangement, but he empowers you (reserving
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all points of detail), to agree to it on his part, should the Ameers
not persist in opposing it under any circumstances. Short of this,
the present mediation of the British Government with Maharaja
Ranjeet Singh, may be promised, on the condition: of the recep-
tion of a British Agent at Hybrabad, and, of course, of all the
relations between Sindh and TLahore being conducted solely
through the medium of British officers, and of the expense of any
temporary deputation of the British troops, which may now be
found requisite, into Sindh, being defrayed by the Ameers.

If the Ameers should evince a disposition to place themselves
in entire political dependence upon the British Government,
permanently receiving its troops, and having its protection
against all external enemies, you will merely receive their over-
tures to that effect, and state that you will submit them for the
consideration of the Governor General in Council. In forwarding
such overtures, you will explain, in the fullest detail, your views
of the advantages or disadvantages of acceding to them, informing
yourself minutely of all points of probable difference between the
Sindh Government and the neighbouring States, other than
Lahore.

Under any form of alliance, the British Government will be
anxious not to afford its guarantee to the Ameers on points of
merely internal administration.

If you should be of opinion that your presence at Hydrabad is
likely to give greater efficacy to your negotiations, than if they
were conducted by letter, or through your assistant, Capt. Burnes,
you are authorised to proceed immediately to that city, making
the best available arrangement for the conduct of your duties in
Kutch during your absence. You will not neglect the necessary
means of keeping Capt. Wade constantly and accurately informed
of the result of your pegotiations with the Ameers. You will
perceive that Capt. Wade has been instructed to apprise you of
his proceedings, in reference to the movements of Ranjeet Singh.

Should events requirc, and the Amcers agree on reasonable
terms to, the mediation, and, if necessary, the armed interference
of the British Government, with a view to their protection, you
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will lose no time in making a communication to this effect to the
Governor in Council of Bombay, who will be requested to comply
with any requisition which you may make for military aid ; and,
in that case, Capt. Wade, with whom you have been already told
immediately to communicate, will make a formal intimation to
Ranjeet Singh, of our having taken the Sindh State under our
protection. It will be proper that you should, at the earliest date
possible, report to the Governor in Council at Bombay, the extent
and description of any Force which will be required, as well as
all other particulars essential to be known, in the event of the
advance of troops into Sindh being found ultimately necessary.

In conclusion, I am directed to state, that His Lordship in
Council indulges a confident expectation, that the remonstrances
which Capt. Wade has been authorised to make, will have the
effect of checking the advance of Ranjeet Singh. In that case,
the Ameers will, in all probability, regain confidence, and be
indisposed to enter into any alliance with us on terms than those
submitted with your letter of the 25th of December last. As
His Lordship in Council has no desire to force any new measures
upon them, matters will then revert to the state in which they
have latterly been. But you will understand that the establish-
ment of a British Agent in Sindh, is a point to which His Lord-
ship in Council attaches importance, and you will not neglect to
avail yourself of any favorable opportunity for securing that
object, which may offer itself.*

r

FroM THE G. G. mGCewnert To THE Cr. oF Drs.
Fort William, January 2, 1837.
In continuation of our despatch to your address, under date
the 28th of November, 1836, we have now the honor to forward

* A perusal of these instructions will shew the delicacy of the negotia-
tions which T had to conduct, not merely to preserve our alliance with
Ranject Singh, but in aid of Col. Pottinger, our Agent in Sindh, to enable
him to effect the objects which our Gtovernment desired to sccure from
the Rulers of that country, in consequence of the invasion of their terri-
tory by the Sikhs.
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for your information some further documents connected with our
negotiations in Sindh.

"The first of these documents is a despatch from Lieut.-Col.
Pottinger, dated the 25th of November last, reporting his arrival
at Hydrabad, and the nature of his intercourse with the Ameers.

The second is a despatch from the same officer, reporting his
having entered into a provisional agreement with Noor Mahomed
Khan, for the residence of an Agent, on behalf of the British
Government, at Shikarpore, and for other objects of an impor-
tant nature.

The third is a minute by our President, the concluding portion
of which was written subsequently to the receipt of the second
despatch from Lieut.-Col. Pottinger.*

The correspondence concludes with the instructions which we
have issued to Lieut.-Col. Pottinger and Capt. Wade, and the
letter which our President has addressed to Maharaja Ranjeet
Singh. You will perceive that our negotiation is now narrowed
to two objects ; the improvement of our relations with the Ameers
of Sindh, by stationing a British Agent at their capital; and the
adjustment, with the consent of both parties, of the present dif.
ferences of the Ameers with Ranjeet Singh ; should these objects
be attained, of which there is every probability, the preservation
of tranquility along the whole course of the Indus will be the
natural consequence ; and we trust that you will agree with us
in thinking that, whatever may be the result of our negotiations,
it would not have been consistent with sound policy to make no
cffort for securing those advantages which were contemplated
when the navigation of the Indus was opened, and which would
certainly have been exposed to imminent hazard by hostilities
between the Powers occupying the banks of that river.

// From THE G. G. 1IN CouncIit To THE Cr. oF Dnrs.
Dated 10th April, 1837.
We have the honor, in continuation of our letter, dated 2nd

* Thesc threc documents may be found in the printed papers laid
before Parliament, to which I have already referred.



100

January last, to forward the correspondence on the subject of
Capt. Wade's negotiations at the Court of Lahore, and other
matters connected therewith.

It will be seen that, although the Maharaja consented to with-
draw his troops from the Sindh frontier, and promised not to re-
commence hostilities in that quarter contrary to the wishes of the
British Government, he manifested extreme reluctance to any
open abandonment of his claim to Shikarpore. He appears to
have been actuated to this line of conduct, not so much by any
expectation of obtaining an admission of his right to Shikarpore,
as by an anxiety for the preservation of his dignity in the eyes
of his own people, and in those of neighbouring States, and the
same motive, as he frankly confessed, led him to object to the
prompt decision of the matters pending between him and the
Ameers by a local investigation, to serve as the basis of a media-
tion by the British Government, and made him wish that the
settlement of the question should be deferred to a meeting which,
he hoped, might shortly take place between him and the Governor
General.

Under these circumstances, Capt. Wade was instructed by us,
to abstain from provoking discussion, and not to seck, if the
Maharaja was willing that the agitation of his claim should
cease for the present, to bring him reluctantly to any formal
abandonment of it. Capt. Wade was also informed, that we had
no wish to precipitate the settlement of the questions pending
with Sindh ; that the terms upon which the Ameers wcre willing
to repose upon the good offices of the British Government were
not yet settled; and that, if the Maharaja should repeat his
wish to discuss these subjects at a personal interview with the
Governor General, the idea was not to be discouraged, but, on
the contrary, the Maharaja should be informed that, if public
affairs admitted of His Lordship's leaving the Presidency in the
course of the present year, he should look forward to no object
with greater earnestness, than to that of meeting His Highness,
and entering personally with him into an amicable discussion of
all the points on which any difference of opinion may exist, and
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of evincing to him the cordial fecling of regard and esteem which
he entertains for His Highness.®
2 ///'
7 From tHE G. G. 1IN Cewwerr, 1o THE CT. 01 Drs.
Fort TWilliam, February 21,71838.

Our Jast communication on the affairs of Sindh, Lahore, and
Afshanistan, was dated the 27th of December, 1837, and com-
prised a narrative of transactions and proceedings on that fron-
tier, extending to the end of September last. We have now the
honor to forward copies of our subsequent correspondence, re-
garding the progress of events in that quarter, down to the close
of the year 1837.

The negotiations with the Ameers for the cstablishment of a
British Resident at the capital of Sindh, arc still pending. Noor
Mahomed Khan affected to be surprised at the observations
made to him by Col. Pottinger, regarding the altered_tone of His
Highness's last communication on this subject,’and, agreeably
to the recommendation of that officer, requested the return of
the letter which he had addressed to the (Governor General, the
tone of which was considered objectionable. An account of the
conference which took place between the Ameer and our native
Agent, in reference to this matter, is contained in the documents
noted in the margin. Ifrom this report it appears that, while
Noor Mahomed Khan professed to be actuated by feelings of
friendship towards the British Government, and expressed an
ardent wish for an adjustment of his differences with the Sikhs,
through our mediation, he had great hesitation at this period

* In the cowrsc of Sir William Macnaghton’s negotiations to form the
Tripartite Treaty, Ranject Singh renewed his claim to Shikarpore, but,
us the Ameers of Sindh had, in the meantime, seen the necessity of
accepting our protection on the proposed terms, his views on that terri-
tory, and our resolution to preserve the independence of Sindh, were
compromised, by allowing Ranjeet Singh to retain the Mazarce territory,
and requiring a payment from the Amecers of ten lacs of Rupees, in lieu
of Shikarpore and every other demand, on condition of their adhesion ta
the policy of the parties to the Treaty above-mentioned.
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about receiving a Political Agent at his capital. Col. Pottinger
was, therefore, instructed to warn His Highness that, unless
this point was conceded, the British Government could not exert
its influence, or use its good offices, with Maharaja Ranjeet
Singh, for the restoration of the Mazaree districts, and the aban-
donment of his designs against Sindh. Our Agent was also
desired to discourage for the present, the intention entertained
by the Ameer, of deputing a Vakeel (an Agent) to Calcutta.

In the communications subsequently made by the principal
Ameer to Colonel Pottinger, a desire to accede to our propo-
sition for the reception of a British Agent, was distinctly ex-
pressed, and an intimation conveyed therein, that Ranjeet Singh
had left the question of the restoration of the Mazaree districts,
and the removal of the Sikh garrison from Rojhan, to the deter-
mination of the British Government.

Immediately on the receipt of this information, Capt. Wade
was called upon to state whether any communication, as to with-
drawal of the garrison of Rojhan, depending on the pleasure of
our Government, had been made to him by the Maharaja; and,
if so, what reply he might have made to it. Capt. Wade was,
at the same time, reminded that, however anxiously the Governor
General desired the maintenance of tranquility along the banks
of the Indus, he should deem that important object dearly gained,
if its attainment were attended with any diminution of the long
subsisting friendship between the British Government and
Maharaja Ranjeet Singh. Capt. Wade was, therefore, instructed,
in all his negotiations, to adopt a most conciliatory tone towards
His Highness, and by no means to urge him to the adoption of
any measure which might shew undue preference to the interests
of the Ameers of Sindh. Consistently with this primary principle
of action in these transactions, in a spirit of perfect justice and
consideration to both parties, Capt. Wade was desired to promote,
as far as might be in his power, the success of Col. Pottinger’s
negotiations for the reception of a British Resident at Hydra-
bad.*

* Lord Auckland is able to bear testimony to the manner in which I
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In the annexed letter, the Political Agent at Lodiana offered
some observations with reference to the terms which were consi-
dered to be equivocal in the conditions which the Maharaja was
desirous of imposing on the Sindhians for the release of the
Mazaree territory, and concurred in the policy of Government
not to become a party to any arrangement that might subvert
the independence of Sindh.

/7/ é// From TtHE G. G. T0 THE CT. OF DRs.
S/ Simla, April 23, 1838.

I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a Treaty with
the Ameers of Sindh, whereby the British Government engages
to use its good offices for the arrangement of present differences,
between them, and the Maharaja Ranjeet Singh, and they agree
to receive a British Resident at their Court.

No. VL

Cory of a Letter from Sir C. T. (the late Lord) METCALFE,
Lieut.-Governor of Agra, to Capt. C. M. WADE, relative to his
negotiations with Ranjeet Singh, to arrest the invasion of
Sindh by the Sikhs, and to suspend the prosecution of his hos-
tilities against the Afghans, in 1836-37.

Dated the 23rd of July, 1837,

I return with many thanks the papers enclosed. I congratu-
late you both on the prominent and important post that you
occupy, and on the reputation and satisfaction which must attend
the ability and success with which you perform its duties.

ExtrAct of a Letter from the Same to the Same, on the depar-
ture of the former from India.
Dated the 17th of February, 1838,
I leave you in a very important position, the importance of

attended to thesc objects, and the spirit in which he recorded his opinion
of my intercourse with the Maharaja and his Chiefs will be seen in
unother document.
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which is increasing, and must soon be acknowledged. T trust
that success will attend you, and that, after your honorable and
distinguished career in this country, you will return to enjoy
every thing that you deserve at home.*

ExTtRrACT of a Letter from H. Torrens, Esq., officiating Secretary
to the Government of India with the Rt. Hon. The Governor
General, to Major C. M. Wade, Political Agent, proceeding
on special duty to Peshawr.

Dated 29th September, 1838.

To mark his sense of your approved services, and to give due
weight to your office in the new duties on which you are entering,
the Governor General has been pleased to confer upon you the
local rank of Lieut.-Colonel, to be held by you while serving
across the Indus.

NotrricatroN by the Rt. Hon. The GovERNOR GENERAL of
India.
Simla, 11¢h of October, 1838.

‘With reference to the notification, under date the 1st Instant,
the Rt. Hon. The Governor General of India is pleased to pro-
mulgate the following arrangements.

Capt. C. M. Wade, Political Agent at Lodiana, will proceed,
at the proper season, to join thc army of Maharaja Ranjeet
Singh at Peshawr, and will be charged, under such instructions
as shall be furnished to him, with the superintendence of all
affairs of the British Government connected with the dominions
and troops of His Highness.

Capt. Wade will be assisted at Peshawr by the following
officers :

* The only reference I can make to the negotiations connected with
the late Sir Alexander Burnes’'s Mission to Cabul, and to thosc which
form the basis of the Tripartite Treaty, concluded at Lahore on the 26th
of June, 1838, is to the printed papers laid before Parliament, by Her
Majesty’s command, on the 20th of March, 1839.
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Lieut. F. Mackeson, British Agent for the navigation of the
Indus. :
Lieut. J. D. Cunningham of the Bengal Engineers.
By order, &c.
(Signed) W.H. MACNAGHTEN,
Secretary to the Government of India
with the Governor General.

Exrtract from a Minute by LoRD AUCKLAND, in reply to a
Note delivered to His Lordship, by Sir C. M. Wapg, C.B,,
at Lahore, on the 26th December, 1838.

The note which Major Wade put, yesterday, into my hands,
gives a very unassuming account of his diplomatic services, and
claims less merit than I should, at once, be disposed to allow to
them.

I well know how the station which he fills has, during his
occupation of it, grown up from comparative insignificance into
being one of the highest importance, and I know also, upon how
many occasions of difficulty the State has been indebted to him
for the ability and for the firmness, tempered by conciliation and
discretion, with which he has promoted the public interests.

I may say also, that the high opinion which I had previously
entertained of his qualities, has been confirmed by my observa-
tion, during my visit to the Punjab, and by the consideration
and regard which are exhibited towards him by the Maharaja
and by the Chiefs amongst whom he has so frequently, upon

trying occasions, to rcpresent the British Government.
(Signed) AUCKLAND,

;o
Tt/
/ From THE G. G. To THE Cr. oF DRs.
Simla, 29th August, 1839.
[ After reporting the capture of Ghaznce, &c., by the “ Army of
the Indus,” His Lordship observes—]

I have deemed this the most expedient occasion for taking
some direct notice of the Military operations of Lieut.-Col. Wade,
who, having been dcputed with Shah Zada Taimur, cldest son
of 8S8hah Shuja-ul-Mulk, to effect a diversion by the Khyber
Pass, succeeded, on the 26th of July, in taking the fortress of
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Ali Musjid, and in opening that important passage, with the mis-
cellaneous Troops at his disposal, in a manner to afford me much
satisfaction.

The small fort of Ali Musjid has, from its situation, long held
the [Sikhs in check; and it is not on record that the celebrated
Khyber Pass has ever previously been forced.

The success of the troops under Lieut.-Col. Wade, and the
consequent abandonment of the fort of Jalalabad by Mohamed
Akbar, a son of Dost Mahomed Khan, have given full effect to
the views with which at the commencement of the Campaign,
this movement was planned; they have given a rallying point
to the cause of the Shah in the country to the Eastward of Cabul;
they have opened an avenue of infinite importance for communi-
cation with the Army; and, from the precise moment at which
this took place, they cannot but have created impressions highly
favorable to the main operations.

ExtrACT of General Orders by the GovERNOR GENERAL.
Dated 11th November, 1839.

His Lordship has much satisfaction in adding, that the best
acknowledgements of the Government are due to Lieut.-Col.
‘Wade, who was employed on the Peshawr frontier, and who,
gallantry supported by the officers and men of all ranks under
him, and seconded by the cordial aid of the Sikh Government,
an aid the more honorable because rendered at a painful crisis of
its affairs, opened the Khyber Pass, and overthrew the authority
of the enemy in that quarter, at the moment when the advance
of the Troops of Shah Zada Taimur could most conduce to the
success of the general operations.

ExtrAcT of a Speech by the President of the Board of Control
for the affairs of India, The Rt. Honble. Sir Joun C. Hos-
HOUSE, Bart., on the Motion for the Vote of Thanks to the
Army employed across the Indus in the Campaign of 1839.

The operations of Colonel Wade, on the side of the Punjab,
have been equally successful, having made himself master of the
Khyber Pass, and succeeded in inducing nearly all the Chiefs
around him to tender their submission to the Shah. The pos-
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session of the Khyber Pass is of the greatest importance, as it
enabled the Governor General, from Simla, to keep up a regular
and speedy communication with the Army, in which the new
Court of Lahore lends the most friendly assistance.

),,/ FroM 3G Gr-se THE Cr. oF DRs. : 7 —
7 Y. Dated 19tk November, 1839.

‘We are much pleased to have again brought to your notice
the Military proceeding of the Shazada Taimur, conducted by
Lieut.-Col. Wade, the reduction of the fortress of Ali Musjid,
and the opening of the important Khyber Pass, which led to the
abandonment of Jelalabad. We highly approve of the conduct
of Colonel Wade.*

No. VIL

For a list of the Officers in the East India Company’s service
specially rewarded by the Home Authorities, whose employments
in India have been either entirely Diplomatic, or combined Mle-
tary with Diplomatic services similar to my own, within the
period of my residence in India, I beg leave to refer to the
records of the India House, and for a list of * Distinguished
Service Pensions " granted to Officers of Her Majesty’s Service,
to the Parliamentary lists.

No. VIIL
From THE Cr. oF DRS. To THE G. G. 1~ CoUNCIL.
Political Department, 17th October, 1838.

We now reply to the Political Letter of the President in
Council, dated 7th April, 1838, forwarding an application from
Capt. Wade, the Political Agent at Lodiana, for an increase of
allowance, with a strong recommendation from your Government
that his request be complied with,

Capt. Wade’s allowances were originally fixed upon a scale
suited only to a subordinate Officer entrusted with the perform-
ance of local duties, under the immediate control of a superior ;

* I am not in possession of the Despatch of the Court of Directors,
acknowledging the Report made by Lord Auckland of the final execution
of the service on which I had been despatched.
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and it appears that his aggregate emoluments, civil and military,
amount only to Rupees 18,780 per annum, which we agree with
you in considering as not commensurate to the political impor-
tance and responsibility now attaching to the office, which is the
main organ of communication with Lahore, Bhawlpore, and
Afghanistan; while the zeal, judgment, and talent with which
Capt. Wade discharges his important duties entitle him to our
favorable consideration.

We, therefore, willingly grant to the Agent at Lodiana, as
you recommend, a consolidated salary of Rs. 2000 per month;
and we are glad to learn, that the reduction which you will be
able to make in the salary of the Political Agent at Amballa,
when that office shall be vacated by Mr. Clerk, will effect a
saving equal to the increase of expense now sanctioned.

Capt. Wade's increase of salary may take effect as you recom-
mend, from the 1st January, 1838.

We are, Your affectionate friends,
(Signed) J. L. LUSHINGTON,
R. JENKINS,
Lonbon, 17th October, 1838. &c., &ec.

No. IX,

ExtrAcT of a Letter from F. Curmik, Esq., Secretary to the
Government of India, to Lieut.-Col. Sir C. M. WabpE, C.B.,
Resident at Indore.

Dated 14th February, 1844,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
8th Instant, requesting the permission of the Governor General
to resign your Appointment from the 1st of May next, with
leave to visit Bombay for that purpose from the 1st of April.

I am directed to state, that, while the Uovernor Gencral
sanctions the leave of absence requested by you for the purpose
specified, His Lordship cannot but regret that circumstances
should render it necessary for you to retire from an Appointment
the duties of which yoa have performed with so much benefit to
the interests concerned, and so much satisfaction to the Govern-
ment of India.
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